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How other “salad places” prep Romaine. 


You'd be surprised who's cutting corners on salads. Not Wendy's. We make our salads 
fresh every day, starting by hand-washing and hand-prepping whole heads of Romaine 
in our restaurants, Some other salad places often use Romaine that's processed in 
a factory and shipped pre-bagged, then served in a fancy bow! with a fancy price tag 
At Wendy's, we believe it's not what your salad goes into, it's what goes into your salad 


Its time to look beyond the bowl at YouTube.cam/Wendys. 
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Editor's Note 


JAMES OF THRONES 


| have the most sincere admiration 

for Game of Thrones fanatics—not 
those of us who watch the show while 
playing Words With Friends on our 
phones, but the obsessive fans who 
know that Brienne never even met 
the Hound in the books as she did 
on the series. To me, these folks are 
Ph.D-level brilliant. Luckily for us, writer 
James Hibberd is the Nobel laureate of Game of Thrones—and has 
been ever since it was a twinkle in HBO's eye. While working at one 
of the Hollywood trades, he broke the news that HBO had picked 

up the show based on the George RR. Martin books. Ever since he 
joined EW in 2011, he’s covered the series with zeal and creativity. 


Speaking of nostalgia, be 
sure to check out one of my 
favorite recurring items: 
Leah Greenblatt's hysteri 
cal Chart Flashback (page 
98), which revisits our 
past musical glory and gory 
‘This is one feature I'm never 
gonna give/never gonna 
szive/give it up, 

One more pieee of good 
news to share: aig congrat 
ulations to EW's Melissa 


Last fall, James visited the Go? set in Maerz and Sara Vilkomersen, who won 


James Hibberd and 
Smt onthe st 
of Game of Thrones 


Croatia to deliver all the scoop you've come 
to expect from EW, which will be doled out 
in this issue and then all season on EWeom. 
But his favorite moments actually occurred 
during the filming of season 4 when he got 
to watch Joffrey die over and over again, 
and reeeived a lesson from sword master 
CC Smiff that “left a grin plastered to my 
face for days," says James. If you're as big a 
fan as James is, be sure to pick up all four of 
‘our GoP collector's covers available at 
eu.com/thronescovers, 

Ifyou don't know your Lannisters from 
your Targaryens, this issue still has plenty 
lor you. On the eve of his new Netflix show 
Bloodline, Kyle Chandler looks back on his 
awesome, wide-ranging career: Our latest 
Bingo! guide tackles All 
episode: season 4, No. 20, "Cloudy Skios 
‘Chance of Parade," when Robert Downey Jt. 
and Sting serenaded Ally on her birthday 
with “Every Breath You Take” It doesn't 
‘make me ery at all® 


Gracie award for their radio show, Women 
‘on Pop, which airs Thursdays at 1 pan. on 
Enreeranssent Werxty Radio (SiriusXM 
105). The Graciesare pretty much the Osears, 
of radio, and I couldn't be prouder of my two 
amazing, talented colleagues. 

Hope you enjoy what you read, Feel free 
to email me at editor@ew.com or tweet me 
@HenryGoldblatt with your thoughts. 


Mbt 


hong « 


HENRY GOLDBLATT 


Tm lying—it totally makes me ery. 
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“tharely 


‘ve decided to liveas 
werewolf It’s somuch 
easier than being an 
African-American man. 
Security guards don't 
follow me around in stores. 
Dogs have stopped 
barking at me. Andno 
‘one mistook me for 
‘Samuel L. Jacksonalll day.” 


“Heyyy! What's 
up, f---mother?” 


“heard that MAC 
Cosmeticsis launching 
aline of makeup 
inspired by the new live- 
action Cinderella 
movie. Because what girl 
doesn’t want makeup 


inspired by astory 
Where the woman) “And in health 
biel rn ad care, everyone's 


talking about 
HMOs...um, how 
about just calling 
them gay people?” 


Amey Fallon on The 


bugger! could spend 
aweek with, 


founda 


womb is a 
national 
treasure!” 


“That means|'masingle 
‘mother who'salso 
successful doctor. 'ma 
profile in courage. If 
Oprah was stillon, she would 
want to meet me!” 


Rainbow Ch 


“Youhavea great 
bedside manner: 
‘Don't worry 
aboutit, but if you 
‘screw this up, 
everyone will di 


Saving People: 
iVioney Since 17356 
aa em Y 


hat’s before there | 
were color TVs. 
GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 


fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 


geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 


GEICO. 


‘Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not avaliable in all states or all GEICO comparies. GEICO is registered service mark of 
‘Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC. 20074; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO 
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The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 
U t L i 


iZOMBIE 

Adapted by Rob Thomas 
and Diane Ruggiero- 
Wright (Veronica Mars) 
fromthe comic 

ofthe samename, 
iZombie follows freshly 
undead coroner’s 
assistant Liv (Rose 
Mclver) as she uses 

her zombie powers to 
solve crimes. (The CW, 
Tuesdays, 9p.m.) 


‘THE SWIMMER, by Joakim Zander 
‘This Swedish former lawyer's hypnotic 
first book already drawing comparisons 
tothe work 

of famed 
spy novelist 
John le Care. 
The page- 
turning thrill < 
centers ona = 

iA agent 

Who sprints 

cross Europe 

toamverte JOAKIM 
jaughter he " 
abandonedas Ae 


anewborn. 
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CODE NAME: 
S.TE.A.M. 


Inasteampunk 
version of London, 
Abe Lincoln com- 
mandsa team of 
characters drawn 
from literature to 
fight invading alien Sientrs wad enti tut 
forces. The action- napa sane ana uous 7s hard with new 
pjams from Iggy Azalea, Wi Khalifa, Tl, and David Guetta 
packed strategy 
shooteris12 times LEONARD NIMOY: REMEMBERING 
asfunas that THE MAN BEHIND SPOCK To honor the 
sentence is insatie. legendary actor's passing, EW produced 
is is special 
(Nintendo 3DS; erat 
Rated T) tributes, 
rarely seen tsgnard 
photos, and 
anessay 
by former 
astronaut 
Marsha ins 
Gvaliableon 
newsstands 
and at shop 
Where Abed and the nerds wh few.com 
truly belong. (yahoa corveammunity irirmoy) 


GOON, 
Tobias Jesso Jr, 
The singer-songwriter's 
‘swooning timeless 
piano ballads are 
already capturing 
hearts, including that 
of acertain Brit named 
‘Adele. Goon’s shaggy 
beauty provides the 
perfect soundtrack 
for a breakup—or an 
endless winter. 
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News. 


RELIGION UNDER FIRE 


AnInquiry 
andan 
Inquisition 


Alex Gibney wants his documentary 
Going Clear to do more than shine a 
light on Scientology. He wants 

our government to stop making 

us pay for it. sy NicoLe sPERLING 


Notes 


SCIENTOLOGY IS ONE ofthe most controversial organizations 
in the world. It's been called a cult. It's een accused of brain- 
washing its members, Germany has been trying to ban it for 
docades. And for years former members have been speaking 
out about the organization's questionable practices—only to 
go nearly unheard until now. 

Documentarian Alex Gibney, a man who has taken on 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Chureh (Mea Maxima Culpa: 
Silence in the House of God) and torture tacties hy the CLA 
(Taxi to the Dark Side), bad been asked many times over the 
years to examine Scientology, but he'd always viewed the 
organization like many others do: too dangerous and too 
fringe for him to get involved. That changed after he got hold 
of an early draft of Lawrence Wright's book Going Clear: 
Scientology, Hollywood, & the Prison of Belief. The two men had 
collaborated on the adaptation of Wright's 2008 book The 
Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11, and Gibney was 
struck by what Going Clear outlined as egregious abuses. “I 
read Larry’s book. It pissed me off" he says. 
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News Notes 


Chief among Gibney's concerns were the allega. 
tions of child-labor-law violations and Scientology's 
tax-exempt status as an official religion, which the 
IRS granted in 1993, According to Wright's book, it's 
1 designation that has often thwarted the FBI andi 


others from pursuing the organization on alleged 
charges of slave labor. In a detailed and lengthy 
statement to EW, the church rejects any and alll 
charges of wrongdoing and disinisses the movie ast 
“pure and simple false propaganda. 

‘The Church of Scientology declines to release 
the official size ofits membership, but Wright says 
reports of § million followers are grossly inflated, 
He estimates that it has between 25,000 and 20,000} 
members, and he claims that the organization's 
status as a religion has enabled this small group to 
amass $1 billion in liquid assets. 

“One of the messages we are trying to get across 
is It’s time to stop being afraid of Scientology?” sa 
Wright, who is also a producer on the film. “The FBI 


is clearly out of the investigating-Scientology busi 
ness, and that’s where journalism comes into play’ 
Adds Gibney, “Sometimes you have to embarrass 
the authorities to do the right thing” 

Going Clear, which was produced by HBO and 
vill premiere on the channel on March 29 after 
debuting in select theaters on March 18, seoks not 
only to illuminate Scientology's seerets but also to 


the film doesn't necessarily ask you 
0 the IRS or beckon 
HBO Documentary 
Films president Sheila Nevins. “But I think Alex 
and Larry, having worked so hard and so long and 


to go out and write a lotter 
stars to come forward, 


so accurately on this, feel that something needs to 
be shaken. Something needs to be done. 

Gibney’s documentary shames those who have 
enabled the church to become a monolith, while 
explaining how idealistic, intelligent people have 
evolved into its acolytes. The film also spend 


a solid half hour discussing Scientology's 
most famous members—Tom Cruise and John 
Travolta—and provides detailed descriptions 
of the church's involvement in Cruise's marriage 
to Nicole Kidman, 

Key to the film are interviews with Academy 
Award-winning sereenwriter Paul Haggis (Crash, 
Million Dollar Baby), who was a devoted member for 
85 years but left in 2009; the church's former second: 
in-command Marty Rathbun; ex-Seientology 
spokesman Mike Rinder and actor and former 
‘member Jason Beghe. 

Allof them provide disturbing personal accounts 
of their time in the chureh, including stories of 
physical abuse and a process called “diseonnee 


“If they sueu 
win. We did 
We told the 


Lawrence 
‘Wright's book 
‘onwhich Aloe 
‘ibney’s fim 
Going Clears 
based—was a 
finale for the 
National Book 
Awad for 
Notion in 
2015 (below) 
‘Nee Kidman 
John Tava 
Sd Paul Haggis 


tion whereby a Scientologist who wishes to leave 
the faith is declared a “suppressive person." Any 
family or friends who belong to the church are 
forced to cut off contact with the member, In a 
statement, the chureh says there is no policy that 
requires members to “disconnect,” and adds that 
the film “is built on falsehoods invented by admitted 
remain 


liars." Gibney’s sources, the church say 
bitter after having been removed in disgrace and 
expelled more than a decade ago from the Chureh 
after they seeretly conspired to suborn perjury and 
destroy evidence. They cannot be trusted, and no 
statements they make ean he believed.” 

Gibney relied heavily on Wright's research, includ 
ing the 47 volumes of material the church provided 
to The New Yorker, where Wright's 201 investigation 
into Scientology first appeared. The writer calls the 
the greatest day of 


intense fact-checking proce: 


s, they won't 
n't libel them. 


truth.” 


ay life” Still, the church has threatened both men 
with litigation. “If they sue us, they won't win,” says 
Gibney. “We didn’t libel them. We told the truth. 

So far the organization seems inclined to defend 
itsolf in the court of public opinion rather than ina 
court of law. The chureh has asked Wright to do an 
interview with its Freedom magazine, and he's 


game if Gibney can also film him interviewing 
Scientologist chairman of the board David 
Miseavige. Scientology has paid for Google ads that 
direct anyone who searches for Going Clear, Gibney, 


Wright, or HBO's Nevins to Freedom's site, and it 


has posted a flurry of online videos attempting 
to discredit the film, ineluding one that discusses 
Gibney’s deceased father, a journalist they claim 
made propaganda for the CIA. The videos also 
assert that Gibney made Going Clear in secret and 
never contacted the ehureh for comment. Gibney 
counters that he reached out for specific interviews 
with key members—Miseavige and Cruise among 
them—but was rebuffed. 

Wright and Gibney remain steadfast in their goal: 


to got the government to revoke Scientology's 
taxexempt status—an action both men think is 
unlikely—or at the very least to encourage high: 
profile members of the chureh to speak out. But 
really, they'd be satisfied if they could get just one 
man to see Going Clear. “I would like to think Tom 
Cruise would watch the movie, or read the book, 
and would consider accepting the responsibility he 
hhas, because he can make a change,” says Wright 
“Ifhe were willing to do that, it might be the salva. 
tion of the very religion that he endorses.” m 


News: Notes 


SCIENTOLOGY, 
DEFINED 


Acguide to the church's terms and 
policies, according to Lawrence 
‘Wright's Going Clear —xarwaro 


st evel advanced Sciento 
on has practiced the churchis 
techniques to attain near-perfect memary and 
heightened mental powers and has removed 
arnegative influences from his or her mind 


Suppressive Person 
berseton Anyone ho tards inthe way of 
Schachter sil rn 


Potential 
Trouble Source 


‘Members who are clase to 
ive perso: 


supe 


‘members many of wom signed up in hid 
hood The name dates back ta when the 
orginally housed 
2 because the religion 
had beon rejected by multiple countries 


Freeloader Tab 


erwarion Members of Sea Org receive re 
‘lous courses and counseling gratis. But 

if they leave the church before fufiling their 
contractual abigatons, they ae presented 
wth ail forthe 


Rehabilitation 
Project Force 


eraaon Essentially these are work ca 
Members suspected of doubting 
church are sent here, thearetcally ta redeern 
‘themselves and reafim their faith 


Disconnection 


to sever 
‘ane family, wh 


re critical of Scientology, 
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StarWars, 
The Next 
Chapter 


The Force Awakens is still far, far away, but a 
new collection of books will answer a ques- 
tion that has eluded fans for decades: What 
happened after Jedi’? “ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


IF YOU WANT to study 


Force Awakens arrives 
in theaters on Dec. 18, 
here's your syllabus: At 
least 20 
bereleased this 
fil the narrative gap 
between 1983's Return 
Jedi and) 
Abrams’ new fr, 

The boaks—which 
range in target age from 
children to adults—will be 
loaded with foreshadow: 
ing about the upcoming 
‘movie, including new star 
ships, planets, characters, 
and undates about what 
Luke Skywalker, Princess 
Lea, and Han Sola have 
been up to forthe past 
three decades, 

In April 2014, Lucasfim 
announced that the exist 
ing novels, shart stories, 
comics, and videogames 
that had been created 
cover the years to explore 
the so-called “Expanded 
Universe" of Star Wars 
were being discarded 
from the official canan, 
As Yoda says: “You must 
tnlearn what you have 
learned Fans predicted 
thata do-over was on the 
horizon, and they were 
right. These new books, 
lke the animated TV 
series Rebels an Disney 
XO, will naw be consid 
tered part ofthe offical 
‘tar Wars storyline 

The books include 
‘Smug 
Solo Adv 


Ruck (the Atticus Kodiak 

series) The Weapon ofa 
‘A Luke Stywaker 
ture by Jason Fry 


ture by Ceci 
Castellucei (Tin Sta 

and Lost Stars by Claudia, 
Gray (Evernight, all 


ney-Lucasfilm 
Press, Marvel Comics, 
meanwhile will put out 
two prequels, one called 
Star Wars: Journey to 
The Force Awakens and 
another told fram €-3POs 
perspective. Studio Fun 
International wil int 
the vehicle guide Star 
Wars: Ships of the Galaxy, 
Additionally, a set of 
navels wil retell the 
stories ofthe original 
trilogy from the points 
of view of supporting 
ha 

Planning the seri 
known as “Journey to 


authors to bond with a 
hush-hush society of 
screenwriters. “Alot of 
top secret meetings 
happened up in San 
Francisco as we worked 
through this pragram, 
says Andrew Sugerman, 
‘executive vice president 
of Disney Publishing 
Worldwide. “The partner: 


ty of th 
that we find 
ues, and 


these hints, 
puzzle piece 


Legacies 


1926-2015 


Albert 
Maysles 


“My advice for documentaries is the 
same as life: Establish empathy: 


AREADING OF Albert Mayslos’ résumé could 
easily he mistaken fr a list of the greatest 
documentaries ever mad. "Te flzmmuakes 

who died on March 5 atthe age af 8, 
codirected alongside his brother the true 
lie masterwork Salesman, Gimme Shelter, 

and Grey Gardens (His last projeet, Ir, 
about fashion leon Iris Apfel, will it theaters 
next month.) “Al Maysles was one of the 
people who opened up the cinema for us, the 
sense of possibility, who showed us that the 


‘eamora could he a delicate instrument” says 
Martin Scorsese. “He and his brother, Davi, 
fined our idea of what documentary 
‘imunaking realy all lmmaking—eould 
dod be” “KEVIN, SULLIVAN 


Pirie a, 
as 
(Clockwise from eft) Mayes fining 


‘Gimme Shelter with brother David and 
‘Mick Jagger; Ele Beale in Grey Gardens 


1955-2015 


Sam Simon 


‘Sam Simon, the cadeveloper and executive producer of The Simpsons, who was 
a driving creative fore in the show's first four seasons, passed away on March 8 

at the age of $9 after a battle with colorectal cancer. The Emmy-winning writer- 
producer—who also served as showrunner of Taxi and as a writer on Cheers—left a 
lasting legacy on television as well as in the word af philanthropy, where he donated 
millions of dollars to charities helping animals and humans in need. Here, Simpsons 
executive producer Al Jean reflects on Simon's impact on Springfield and beyond. 


HE HAD THE QUICKEST MIND of almost 
snybody I've ever met—and there are 
slot of really quick minds here, He just 
‘grasped things that beeame brilliant 
‘Simpsons staples and did them in a 
flush, He said, “Lot's imply that Smith- 


crs iin love with Burts but not make 
ita big deal and people are gonna eateh 
on and i be really cool” That kind 

fof thing would just come out of hita— 

a great idea all the time, 

“Here's a joke that he putin a show: 
Bart is doing something to be popular 
and Homer goes, “Son, being popular 
is the most important thing in the 
Worle.” And that kind of summed up 


‘The Simpsons, where i’ this dad giving 
What swems tobe TV-dad adie, but 
its the worst advice in the world. Tee 
‘what no TV dad should ever say. There 
were very fe jokes that eneapsulated 
‘The Simpsons ws perfectly as that one. 
Along with Jim (Brooks, exceutive 
producer] and Matt (Groening, ere- 
ator], Sums leguey forever will be The 
‘Simpsons. And thew his second legacy 
is really advancing the cause of animal 
Fights, He's really shined a light on 
places that exploit animals and he's 
done wonderful things... And the world 
will bea better place for both, (As fold 
ta Dun Snierson) 
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TheReturnof 
Pee-wee Herman 


That tiny gray suit. That candy-wrapper bow tie That nasal 
bray. tcanmean only ne thing:Pee-wee Hermans back’ His 
creator, Paul Reubens, along with producer Judd Apatow and 
Netflix, announcedin February adeal tomakeand distribute 
‘anentirely new film about thelovableand subversive man-boy. 
ee-wee's Big Holiday willbe the character’ first feature film 
inmore than woand half decades. We talked with Reubens 
‘bout histeturand the plans for the movie. Excited? know 
Yyouare, but what am|? Kea STASKGEWICZ 


When was this movie 
first conceived? 

We've been writing it for five 
years almost, on and of t 
‘was just announced, but the 
offer from Netflix came a year 
ago. It toaka realy lang time 
to.get from there to where 
We are now. | went on Jimmy 
Fallon before Hallaween—the 
annauncement was going to 
bbe made on his show-—and at 
the last minute [we couldn't 
break the news). just 


thought people had stopped 
believing me when told 
them it was happening 


What can you tell me 
about Big Holiday? 

It'S aroad-trip mavie across 
the country. It’s very similar 
in style and tone to Pee- 
wee’ Big Adventure. But its 
‘ot about a bicycle. 


You've hired John Lee, 
the man behind very 
‘odd, subversive shows: 
like Wonder Showzen’ 
and The Heart, She 
Holler, as your director. 
Anyone who knows wha 
John is and wha sa fan of 
‘mineis going tobe realy 


excited he's the director. 
Because—Ihate to say 
this—he's arty He's in the art 
world, That's why I hired Tim 
Burton to direct Pee-wee's 
Big Adventure. Not tobe too 
pretentious, We dan't think 
wee making an art film, but 
you krow what | mean. 


Will stuff be coming out 
of storage for the movie 
or is everything going to 
be made anew? 

Its all new, And we're shoot- 
ing in locations al over, 

ina 60-mile rads of LA, 
Westart [this month] 
hey/re putting the fin 
touches on my sult—my 
‘new suit—and Im getting 
new Pee-wee shoes made. 
he bow ties aren't dane 
yet, though, andthe clock 
sticking 


hing 


‘Are there any folks we 
‘might recognize from 
Peo-wee's past? 

I think there may be an actor 
returning, someone who's 
familiar, but natas the same 
character. None of the char 
acters are recurring ones, 


‘This August marks the 
30th anniversary of the 
release of Pee-wee's Big 
Adventure, Will it be 
strange to put the suit 
‘on so many years later? 
tim older—physically, men 
tally. But want to rise to 
the occasion. | dant want it 
tobe a movie where people 
4g0 and say, "Wow, should 
he have made this movie? 

I haven't put the suft on 
other than for costume 
fittings, but that’s been the 
‘amazing thing about Pes 
wee Herman aver all the 
years, even right from the 
‘get-go when first did Ie Its 
lust something that’s inside 
me somewhere, and Ive 
‘always been able to switch 
iton and switch i off. So it 
feels the same way tome 
in that respect. | put that 
suit on, make a certain face 
and get in a certain mind 
frame, and there he is 


Maze Run 
TheScorc 


Out ofthe maze and into the fie 
In The Scorch Trial, the sequel to 
last years VA it The Maze Runner, 
the action picks up immediately 
here the previous move let 
coff—with Thomas (Dylan O'Brien) 
and the survivors of that giant 
‘mechanical labyrinth discovering 
that the world outside their walls is 
far from a welcoming one. The frst 
movie was the mystery of Where 
are we and what is this place? And 
can we get out? But the second 
‘movies about the repercussions 
cof geting out and the discovery of 
What the world is actualy ike” 
says producer Wyck Godfrey (The 
Tight Saga, The Fault in Our Stars) 
Based on author James 
Dashner’s 2010 navel, The Scorch 
Tnals (out Sept. 18) begins with 
the revelation that the maze 
and the grassy Glade at its center 
were constructed by the nefarious 


News Notes 


Reuamircht 


House of Cards 


Hosts a Riot 

THE FICTIONALIZED CAPITAL 
CITY WELCOMES SOME 
REALWORLD GUEST STARS. 
Sim stack 


tf’ tically acclaimed House of 
Cards debuted is thir eason1on Fe. 27 
with several surprise moments (Stamper 
{Salve Cle and Frank ally have sex on 
scree), but the biggest was perhaps the 
‘cameo by rea: punk activists Pussy 
Flo, who were famously imprisoned in 
2012in their native Russa after protesting 
‘the government. Two ofthe grou’ mem 
bers Naya Tlokonnikova and Masha 
‘Alekhina, play themselves inthe seis 
“Chapter 29°in which they attend a 
state dinner wth fous Russian 
leader Viktor Petrov (Lars Mikkelsen and 
MF mm Kaya Scodeario, Dylan O'Brien, natural, stagea protest. Cards creator 
Kitiong Lee, Thoma Brodie ‘Beau Wilimon met Pussy Riot at the PEN 
ter and Jacob Lf Literary Awards lst year and after lang 
they were fans ofthe show. ted them 
tothe writer! room. “We talked for hours 
about ther experiences” says Willman. 
inthe seen, the women challenge the 
Russian president, and the words they 
speak To Viktor Petrov. who's £0 open 
{cram that most of his critics aren 
bison” for exampleare thelr own." sid, 
"You tall me what you want to sy adit 
gin" Wilimon says The appearance 
‘may not be the lst sereen project for 
Pussy Riot."Were trying to lean English, 
ane also trying to learn hawt de fis 
ane scripts Alekhina says "don't now 
about acting, but there willbe mare songs 
In English inthe future, 'm sure” A- 
tional reporting by Isabella Biedenharn) 


ner: 
hTrials 


‘organization WCKD to train young 
rmind-wiped survivors after a 
‘massive solar flare devastated 
the planet. “Ithas transformed 
the world into adesert with 

sand dunes that crawl and are 
swallowing the ruins ofa lost 
‘world says director Wes Ball 
Who returned for the sequel 


\When Thomas and hs flow Above Thomas 
Gladers escape the contro lbs of (Crren etches 
WEKD, they st off across this smal weapon the 
blighted andseape, fearing tacks midst cf a CKD © 
from infected humans known as meres 
Cranks “We doit want ocall them {ise} Newt rode. 
zombies but they ft into that Sangster) and 
category’ Ball says, “They're not Hoecerrats 
undead, but they are agefiled es 
‘As forthe mage above? ‘Our safe "erapecan 


‘group runs nto a lot of people out beak as theyre 


inthe Scorch” Bal says. “Some are 


trying to get the hel 
ut of Dodge” says 
friends, some are foes. In this case, ‘rector Wes Ba 


they/ve stumbled onto the latter! 


ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


i 


‘» WHATIT’S ABOUT 


SEXUAL POLITICS IN THE OFFICE (and the court 


room) defined the misadventures of Ally MeBeal, 
a young lawyer working alongside a curious 
cast of colleagues at Boston lawfirm Cage/Fish & 
Associates. Created by David E. Kelley (and set 
inthe same world as his other legal hit The Prac- 
tice, which launched earlier that same year), the 
"wacky series burst into pop culture in 1997 with 
a star-making tum by Calista Flockhart, and 
signature surreality made manifest through 
vivid fantasy sequences, (The show's character 
proved so popular that Fox briefly aired a half 
hour companion that eut out the court cases, 
focusing on the interpersonal foibles.) The 
commingling of Ally’s personal and professional 
lives—plus those miniskirts!—made Ally MeBeal 
the watercooler show of the late "90s. 


'» VONDA’S FOND OF 


Ally McBeal 


DANCING BABIES, UNISEX BATHROOMS, VONDA SHEPARD— 
COULD ANY MORE QUIRK FIT INTO ONE SERIES? WE REVISIT 
THE SEXY LEGAL DRAMEDY. By Danielle Nussbaum and Marc Snetiker 


» KEY PLAYERS 


Ally McBeal 
(Calista 
Flockhart) 
‘Atardverking 
bat requentiy 
flustered aver 
caughtinalove 
tranle with her 
coworker and 
marred 
Boyd ily 
Aly has an active 
snared by bizarre 
rallucnations 


ed 


9. Ste 


Richard Fish | John Cage 
(Greg (Peter 
Germann) MacNicol) 


who ies er 
st cage/ichis 


Inthe form of 
rahi 


office shares Alls 
Falucnatons an 
sec anety and 
Is widely known 
gymnastic 


ddsmaunts wis 
ting nests and 


Musi payed a massive rol cn Aly McBeal thanks to resident singer Vonda Shepard 
“The S-yearckd now at work on her ath abut shares er four favorite covers 


Billy Thomas 
(GilBellows) 


former Seu finds 
himself tore 
beeen he tue 
fv Aly, and his 
ve, Georg, 


Elaine Vassal 
Gane 
Krakowski) 

ely sen 
eavesdropping 
‘iysseeretany 
anentrepreneuril 


the of res 
dentaoss, 


Seorsia 
Formas 
(Cour 
‘Tame Smith) 
says starts 
outs Alyson 
sr etre 
Spncosr conte 
Sear eg 
na ato 


‘Aly and y's 
reltonshp 


Renee Raddick 
(Lita Nicole 
Carson) 


Rene offers Ally 
blunt honesty, 
roman ad 
eda shoulder 
toeyan 


‘LEGAL LADIES-IN-WAITING 
Portia de Rossi 


“PEARLS A "YoU BELONG 
'SINGER” "ro mt 
on £9. 2) (season Ep.) 


“sweet 
INSPIRATION” 
(Season 3 £p.1) 


“Tobesittingonthe “Its the epitome of “Of athe soul RB 
‘setofa malo ‘Ally Medial, pletsing tunes that were 
television show fim Allyandily dancing ‘featured that one Is 
Inga song about 2 ‘There are somany ‘my favoite Isso 
fated singer,whichis visuals anditust pulls funky andi got his 
‘what felt ike ‘atyou with theme ‘pling spt 
before getting acallto _ody-Formeandalat_ actually lay that Ive 
eon the show, had of peopl, thats one of anditsthe high 
alotef powertorme “themes igfiant pantinmy show 
personaly” songsintheshow” everyone goes cary” 


“ALWAYS ON MY 
ino 
(Season Ep. 8) 


“twaststning to 
“ome Aly songs 
recenly and this volee 
‘cane on and went, 
‘Wo eth Was 
James Marsden [who 
played attomey Gem 
oy in season. and 
san that guy can sng, 
TReabeautifulsong” 


Nelle Porter 


Lucy Liu 


Ling Woo 


Dyan Cannon 

asnotoriusl strict 

Iya dei 
Whippet Cone 
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» PREVIOUSLY, 
ONALLY 
McBEAL 


‘These TV tropes might 
feel familar to modern 
audiences but back hen 
they were revlatenary— 
and oso controversial 


ly ons Richard Fshs quirky 
law frm of mists and geniuses 
nly to find out shel be working 
very day ~and hanging out ina 
‘Yonds Shepard-haunting bar every 
night~alongside the longtime 

love other fe ly Thomas. (And 
is wife, Georgia) 


The artal of frosty lawyers 
Noll and Ling brings Jahn ae 
Richard to new eves of romantic 
Imischiet il Ally juggles 

ew love interest (esse Martin) 
and an uncharactristically 
Stectonate ely, who makes 2 
big mave on her 


‘witha going emationally 
‘ogue, everyone else seems tame 
ig! The crazy ust gets worse 
(here are not one but wo sub 
plots about sex and high schoo! 
boys) But there ae alsa unexpect 
dy tender moments asthe 
firm=and Ally especialy—tres to 
eal with an urtimely lass. 


bert Downy J gves the series 
smuctrneeded CPR playing Aly’ 
paramour Lary Paul making this 
eazon the best since the fst. There 
ae trousers instead of shot skis, 
fleshed out femsle characters 

(even n Nels and Ling and a 

spot on Streisand impersonator 


Aly fips abouse, finds out 
she as a daughter Hayden 
aneter) after fertity study 
‘mocup,and manages three love 
Interests Uames Marsden, Josh 
Hopkin, and Jon Bon Jov, ll 
while deciting whether Boston 
[5 the place she can be hapoiest 


MUST-WATCH EPISODE 


“Plot An a3 orabbing indent 
2 Ay old perhaps a metapho 
forthe whole series? sts the 
tage fora perfectly chatiinto 
‘acton tot ertooiely emo day 
athe new feof Aly McBeal 


“Pyramids on the Ne" Aly 2nd 
Bly ng simmering sual 
lension bursts when Bly tally 
putes cards om the table yt 
the kis we were all wating fr, 
lazching a deol 
string of episodes aftr 
findsout 


“Boy Next Door” ily was ony 
suppose te lact on sso, bt 
jane grew to love im as much 
{= Aly bhi hy youl ob 
dising his Al of my love, forever 
Speech to hein the curt 


“The Ex-Fles"Lng ges sentiment 
and saves amariage while Lays 
by mama came to kn oven 
‘mback Of couse, hat prompts 
odelare is veer Aland 
the snd he sin ‘Chances Ae to 
ber eoneiently the name of 3 
estresking amar nh 
stared) ard wemat ita 3 pode 


“Homecoming” Sue All's mother 


str forever Oats 2 
Edna sinang elsode, to. 


We're hooked 
ona fling 


"Silver Bll" The srcs spends 
aD percent of ts heartstrng| 
‘uggigan the Alyeay/ceorsa 
love tangle no need tit uso 
the head wth court case nvang 
Seoupe who want to sa another 
(fe to thelr union, We gt. 


“Those Lips, That Hand” The 
psodes twa pointless court cases 
‘elie an attemat to restore 
normalcy afte the ofce wie 
faut fom Georgia ard Aly’ 
bathroom brat (Barry We’: 
amen deserved better) 


“Turing Tt" Her dream sto 


Sound her For one day we can fake 
Ie" Elane says of throwing a party 
for Als bg 3-0 Unfaksabe? 
Interest in thier ri 
anid sap) eer 


"We Bo" Thar awit contest 
‘an overweight woman, and ite 

tena Rabert Dayne Je Come or 
the chutay checker cams! Stay 
farthe-na don 3), 


“One Hundred Tears” Aly asists 
aman ying toy with giant bcd 
vimas. and he 

‘atehmaking service. Th 
reed to kno 


> SKIRTING THE ISSUE 
Ista feminict show or 
Isnt? Ally Nelle Renee, 
‘Georgia Elaine and Ling: 
Fifty Shades of Feminism 


certainly pissed people 
bff-and nde the series 


11998 Tore magazine 
Cover—but at least got 
‘hem aking, 
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> CGL.-CAN'T BELIEVE 
THEY DID THAT 


“The ancing Baby 
(Grguably the 06 meme 
to appearon TV) led the 
charge on a vivid array of 
‘artoons allucnatlons, 
nd otherwise otherwordly 
Fepresentations of 
‘emotion (Youre welcome, 
Wionderfalis) 


> MAME THAT TONE 


Nearly two decades before 
Orange's the New slack 
"led Er voters with 
Ite genre-stradling Ally 
MeBeal~one part laoes 
(ne part tears—got ak 
forte nominations nthe 
comedy category. 


TotalRun 
Time: 


the young people we know 
are creating positive change 
throughout the country. 


they are all 
makers 


www.peacefirst.org/prize first 


TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY HOURS IN 


TMERUS 


YOU CANT BOOK A TICKET TO KING'S LANDING~BUT YOU CAN TAG ALONG AS EW SPENDS 10 DAYS IN THREE 
‘COUNTRIES WITH THE STARS OF HBO'S COLOSSAL HIT GAME OF THRONES. + BY JAMES HIBBERD 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARC HOM $ ILLUSTRATION BY TYLER DEER & THE BLKSMUTH CO, 


Kit Harington 
photographed 
fnDec 9.2014, 
inBetact 


SOMEWHERE OVER THE ADRIATIC SEA, AN 
extraordinary joumey is about to begin: a 
10-day adventure spanning three countries 
in a quest for a treasure worth more than 
all the gold in Casterly Rock, Our prize? A 
trove of secrets about the fifth season of 
Game of Thrones, HBO’s sprawling fantasy 
epic based on George R.R. Martin’s best- 
sellers. Along the way, we'll meet devious 
queens, craven princes, bullying mobs, 
and biting serpents as we seek answers to 
crucial questions—namely, after last 
season's game-changing power moves, 
can Thrones top itself yet again? What shocks does this year have in store? And 
what is it like working and living inside the phenomenon that’s exploded world- 
wide? As our plane descends toward the first stop on our tour, a centuries-old 
seaside city slowly edges into view. A walled district dubbed Old Town is 
instantly recognizable as King’s Landing. The plane swoops over familiar red-tile 
roofs, its shadow flicking across the sea, coming in like a dragon... 
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WELCOME TO DUBROVNIK 


l\ 


“YOU WOULDN'T THINK BOATS WOULD NEED HOR! 
Poter Dinklage shouts. “Can't you see them coming” 

‘The Game of Thrones star stands on a rustic villa's seenie 
terrace above the shimmering deep blue Adriatic, which at the 
moment is inconveniently bustling with honking watercraft 
‘The Emmy winner has been trying to get through a pivotal 
scone with Conleth Hill, who plays the crafty eunuch Varys, and 
keeps being interrupted. Hill drily commiserates: “Yes, can't 
they just clase Croatia while we're shooting?” 

Dinklage rubs his recently geown beard. “My erate beard," he 
calls it, a reference to his fugitive character Tyrion Lannister's 
sea voyage from Westeros to Essos (Pontos, tobe exact), which, 
he spent sealed in a hox. Before joining the show, Dinklage told 
producers his one demand was that Tyrion wouldn't have the 
stereotypical fantasy-tale dwarf beard. Five seasons later— 
voilal—beard, albeit one that's more Jim Morrison than Gimli 
For this scene from the April 12 season premiere, ‘Tyrion was 
just unpacked. Naturally he goes straight for the wine. Once the 
sea traflie quiets, his sharp exchange with Varys perfectly sets 
up the show's fifth season: 


‘Tyrien: ‘A drunken dwarf will never be a savior 
cf the Seven Kingdoms 

‘Vary: "You have your father'sinstincts for plitios 
‘Tyrlon: Com 
hands and | shat my awn father with a otosshow 
‘Varys:"Inever said you 
‘Tyrlen: "What is it you want, exactly? 
varye: "Peace 


at prey on the powerless. aru loved by milion 


ssion? I kiled my lover with my bare 


prosperity Aland where the powerful do 


with a powerful army and the right family name 
1d luck finding him’ 


(Ona show stuffed with sprawling and 
disparate story lines, this beat is every- 
thing. Varysis expressing a sentiment the 
brutal series has long avoided: hope, a 
dream of spring that eseapes the tyranny 
‘and darkness ofthe past four seasons, 

“Te was kinda huge” says Hil. “The first 
time Varys puts his eardson the table and 
says, “This is what I want!” And by push- 
ing ‘Tyrion to seek out her—Dacnerys 
‘Targaryen (Emilia Clarke)—soason 5's 
‘most game-changing move is revealed. 
‘After years of spreading its characters 
aerass the map, the Tlrones-verse is finally 
beginning to contract. “Worlds are collid- 
ing” says David Benioff, whois showrunner 
along with Dan Weiss. “One of the things 
we've heen most exeited about from the 
beginning of the series is we've had all 
these far-flung story ines aerass Westeros 
and Essos, which almost never eross. Now 
some of these characters start to head on 
collision course for each other” 

For ‘Tyrion, filed with guilt over mur- 
doving his lover and his futher last season, 
the quest gives him new purpose: “He's 
hoard so many stories about this woman,” 
Dinklage says. “He hears that she is a 
kindred spirit, someone who's an out- 
sider who's been pushed to the edges, but 
hhas an unfortunate dirty last name. He 
‘wants to know her in person.” 

Whether Tyrion gets his wish this sea- 
son—or ever—is one of the show's many 


sccrots, The characters have not met in Martin's novels, Yet what 
the books have or havent done is being increasingly overruled in 
favor of keeping the show's labyrinthian narrative on the most 
compelling possible track. Characters stil alive inthe books will 
dle thie season, Key storylines will deviate in controversial ways. 
And one major subplot from Martin’ Feast for Crus, stn the 
Iron Islands) i omitted entirely. 

Martin has no comment on the changes. After penning an 
episode in each ofthe previous seasons, he's elected to devote 
‘more time this year to his long-awaited next novel. “Every season 
hasbeena little bit more [divergent]}" Benioff says. “Itsanadapta- 
tion; the show hasto adapt in order to survive” 

‘Adapt or die—it's practically the Westeros motto (or one of 
them anyway; Westeros has alot of mottos). The changes also 
‘mean you can expect more Twitter-erupting shock twists, afew 
With moments so piteh-black they might even rival season 9 
notorious Red Wedding. “With each season, the stakes get higher 
and higher andthe war get bloadier and bloodien says producer 
Bryan Cogman, “Wee in season Sand there'san expectation for 
big events and consequences.” 

“The producers are even shaking up their own format abit as 
wel. For the first time, at least one series regular is benched for 
the season: Bran Stark (Isaae Hempstead. Wright) will get his 
seer training from the three-eyed raven off screen, and the 
Hound (Rory MeCann) isnt expected back ether, (He may wel 
he dead; the writers aren't saying.) The year wil also open with 
the show's first-ever flashback, a seene involv preparing to shoot a top secret Cersei 
since season 5 is the most dramatic yet fr 7 her irthday suit, however; body double 
Headey’s paranoid queen regent, finally in a js being used instead, (Fun fact for the 
charge at King’s Landing after her father's Every Season i. jeadcy abi her doube’s pubic 
death, “Sadly, she doesn't really now much =a S been alittle wie 
about their finances and political allies” RA MOE [AIVEF= _ »ttobenaked ormany reasons, butwe 
Headey says. “She doesn’t care about that, she e want it to work beautifully” says the 
just no too mach href ern poop, 0 gent]. It’s am eee Van wns cheer by binloge 
‘sho doesn't help her cause and she invests in adaptation; the andi, who visited on their day off to 
the wrong people” show has to __ si ber "Happy Birthday” 

On the set in Old Town, Headey munches on H High above Headey, tourists and 
a alice of pizza, looking rather indescribable. adaptin order iri jockey fora view on tects 
(Literally, we're not allowed to describe her- to survive.’ high stone bulwarks. The crew erects i 
its a spoiler) It's Headey’ birthday, and she's pavip asiory | a giant screen to hide her from the 


obviously chose 


‘ce eateher: 


Arya Stark 


Where We 
Left Them... 
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watchers on the wall. Unfortunately for 
the production, news of this sequence 
leaked when media reports declared 
‘Thrones was banned from filming in a 
loeal chureh and had to switch locations. 
Benioff explains that while the show 
faces many impossible-seeming chal- 
lenges, this actually wasn't one of them. 
“We lost a location in Northern Ireland, 
too, only because a very religious person 
decided our show was blasphemous, and 
the new location we decided to shoot on 
works better. It always happens, and it 
puts more work on the location teams, 
but it always ends up working out.” 


Tyron 
eter Dinkage) 
fdscusees ie 
future with Vans 
(Cerieth ta in 
Pontos : 
Margaery Tyrell 
(Natale Dormer, 
farrigh in 
Kings Landing 


During our visit, a much easier problem preset 
nude male extra sparks an only-on-Thrones debate. Namely, is it 
okay if naked guy in this medieval-style fantasy world is, um, 
clearly cireumeised? Do the old gods andor the new have any 
opinion on this subject? (Verdict: The extra made the cut.) 

Departing Croatia for our next stop, we head to the Dubrovnik 
airport along with some Thrones east members, where security 
is so relaxed that travelers are easually strolling through the 
seanner: Wearing shoes? Okay. Laptop in bag? Sure. 

Dinklage quips, "Isa scimitar okay?” 

‘Once in the terminal, waiting for the plane to bogin boarding, 
the actor seems less amused. ‘There are stares everywhere, 
pointing, and awkward photo requests. “Especially this year the 
[fan attention] has become more intense,” says costar Nikolaj 
Coster:Waldau. “Dinkdlage might have to retire and just hide.” 

‘The Thrones cast lives in a spotlight that gets brighter each 
year. The show is ascending to a pop culture magnitude that’s 
typieally only reserved for the most hallowed of movie fran 
chises, like Star Wars or Harry Potter. And nowhere is that 
interest more intense than in. 


Jen Saow 


Samwell Tarly 


StannisBaratheon Mance Rayder 

STHMEN DILLARE Claan so 

Inseaeon 4s al The wing ng 

btn the eicest son the ben cf 
mabarathecn arming cage ack 


‘Special Double tesue 2015 EW.COM | 31 


[NIKOLAS COSTER-WALDAU SITS IN A QUIET SEVILLE wag, looking 
absurdly handsome. He's discussing the bet he just lost with the 
‘Thrones showrunners when two teenage girls appear in the pie- 
ture window behind him and begin to stare, 

Each year, the Danish actor explains, he wagers Benioff and 
‘Woiss.a pricey dinner that the writer- producers will win a major 
award at the Emmys. If they don’t, he has to pay up. “They 
deserve to win,” he explains. “This way, at least they win 
something” 

‘Thore are now four girls behind him, looking, texting, 

‘Our conversation shifts to season 5, Having fatefully released 
‘Tyrion, Coster-Waldaw’s character Jaime Lannister travels to 
Dorne on a mission to collect Myrcella (this season played by 
neweomer Nell Tiger Free), his teenage daughter with Corse, 
With the gruesome death of Prince Oberyn Martell (Pedro 
Pascal), thore is reason to fear for her safety. “He's grieving for 
his father, he has to deal with the consequences at the end of 
Jast season and just wants to make things right,” Coster-Waldau 
says. “Ithink there's also a part ofhim that doesn't mind getting 
out of town.” 

Behind him, there are now seven girls. Every time you look 
thore are more, like in Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds except with, 
flocking Spanish teens. The actor finally notices—oh, that. 
made the mistake of going to the gym, and it was right next to 
tho university and it became crazy,” he says 


India Varma as Earia Sand and DeDbia Opare as reo Hotah 


‘This is the first time the production has added Spain to its 
stamp-flled passport, and it turns out the country has a near 
soecerlike level of passion for HBO's world of dragons and dire- 
wolves. One call for local extras resulted in a server-crashing. 
{86,000 email applications. Actors are being mobbed wherever 
they go (“Nice mobs,” Weiss emphasizes). “You can't walk down, 


‘Tyrion Lannister 


Jaime Lanaister 
He dnl ifr. COETER-WALDAL 
bath hh ear Ten 
‘pated 
Somnce sl helped 
‘ymem escape 


Bean 
eo 


TOM FLY toner 


eararly chose net 
‘olen palTyien 
Inatralby combat 


Dest esting 
gant Tyron the 
erat hmin 
Feestape and even 
{aly even jumped 
boxe tn be 


‘ushy match wth 
{iv Stotouor 
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Jessiea Henwick, Rosabell Laurent Sellers and Keisha Castle Hughes 


Meet the Sand Snakes 


{ts like George R.R. Martin 
binged on Quentin Tarantino: 
Game of Thrones season 
introduces a trio of deadly 
young women, all half sisters 
with the same powerful 
father (last season's philan- 
dering, doomed Prince 
Oberyn Martell). They even 
have a cool nickname: the 
‘Sand Snakes. What do they 
want? Revenge, of course! 
(Theyre from Dorne, 
remember?) “It's fun 
because they're constantly 
fighting, butit’s the kind of 
family that if an outsider 
comes in, they all band 
together and unify," says 
Benioff, who cast actresses 
of different nationalities 
who somehow still pass as, 
siblings. There's the eldest, 
Obara (Keisha Castle 
Hughes, a Kiwi whose 


character takes after her 
dad by fighting with a spear), 
Nymeria (Jessica Henwick, a 
Brit who wields a bullwhip), 
and the youngest, erop: 
topped Tyene (Rosabell 
Laurenti Sellers, an Italian 
‘American who gets stabby 
with double daggers). "We 
haven't seen women like this, 
‘an Game of Thrones before,” 
observes Castle-Hughes. 
"You have lone wolves like 
Arya and Brienne, and 
others like Daenerys or 
Cersei, who are politically 
strong, surrounded by men 
But you haven't seen women 
who are strong together 
and who collaborate—which 
is adangerous thing. We're 
three girls who are violent 
and manipulative and 
thirsty for Lannister blood.” 
JAMES HIBBERD 


the street with a east member, even a minor east memby 
Benioff says. “With Nikolaj it’ like Beatlemania," After an inei- 
dont where Coster-Waldau found himself surrounded by fans 
‘wearing Burger King crowns, the actor changed hotels. 

‘Spain's frenzied fandom is not a terrible problem to have. 
An arena battle sequence shot in Osuna benefited from more 
than 500 extras who delivered plenty of passion on cue. Even 
more critical, the produetion was given permission to shut 
down half ofthe city's largest tourist attraction, the Aledzar of 
Seville, a royal palace that will serve as the home of House 
Martell. Suddenly Hill's line about “closing Croatia" for 
‘Thrones seems like less of a joke. 

At the palace, crew members near the gates are asked by 
tourists to join them in photosjust for wearing their production 
lanyard. (This year's badge image: the grim face of the Night's 


= hanna 


manialatee vied 0 
frvehee oat 


ThetinyBazathecn 
Ascended tothe 


Breer Ten, ion Tone tee 
recuted fr illng hsbroters rely 
heron fey Torunata death, 


King.) Once past the gate, you see the 
sprawling palace, a mammoth mash-up 
of Arabic and Spanish influences, It's 
surrounded by lushly manicured, palin- 
dotted grounds that will serve as Dorne's 
famous gardens. Peacocks stroll authori- 
tatively: Bxotic bugs hover. Amid rows of 
plants, the actresses playing Myreella 
and Oberyn's lethal daughters the Sand 
Snakes slowly contort into poses as they 
enjoy an impromptu yoga class before 
filming begins. 

From a baleony perch, British actor 
‘Alexander Siddig (Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine) peers down and marvels: “This is 
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wonderful—I'm not staring at green- 
sereen, we're in a H4th-century palace!” 
Siddig plays Prince Doran Martell, 
Oberyn’s wheelchair-bound brother: (The 
character “Doran” is not to he confused 
with his kingdom, “Dorne." Thrones 
doesn’t make it easy, does it?) ‘Today 
Doran isgetting berated by hislate broth- 
nourning lover Ellaria Sand (Indira 
Varma), who has pushed onto Doran's 
veranda overlooking his gardens. 
verywhere women tear their hair 
and men ery out in rage, the same ques- 
tion on every tongue: What will Doran 
DO!?” Ellaria yells. “What will the prinee 
do to avenge his murdered brother?” 
Bllaria wears a gold serpent bracelet 
that coils around her forearm to her 
‘wrist, After the scene, you shake Viarma's 
hand and her serpent's near-invisible 
needle tongue stabs you, drawing 
blood—bitten by a Sand’s snake. You're 
torn between admiring the intricate cos- 
ume detail and nursing your fingor 

Siddig, a new member of the cast, 
offers a fresh perspective, “There's a 
confidence that comes with this show" 
he observes. “When you've got one of the 
top shows in the world, very possibly 
even the top show in the world, every- 
body walks with a swagger” 

Part of that assurance comes from 
‘Thrones’ preseason comnitment to plan 
every waking moment of the shoot. Pro- 
duction scheduling is not a sexy subject 
(you have to read only one paragraph on 
this, promise), but what Thrones does 
each year is incredible, Most TV shows 
cant tell you which seenes they're shoot- 
ing one week in advance. Thrones knows 
in July exactly what scenes will shoot 


“When you've 
got one of 
the top shows 
in the world, 
everybody 
walks witha 
swaggel 


on any given day in, say, November: This 
sity. The production works 
year-round, and the show is so compli- 
cated, with so many moving parts and 
up to three different units shooting at 
the same time indifferent countries, the 
only possible way to pull this off is for 
every element to be mapped out months 
inadvance. “I don't know any other shaw 
or movie that has as complicated a pro- 
duction schedule, year in and year out, 
as we do,” Benioff says. 

And this season, for the first time, 
Phrones nearly blew it. The team shot 
202 days and delivered the completed 
episodes to HBO later than ever. A 
couple of action scenes were partly to 
blame, One was that Osuna arena fight, 
while another was a Northern battle 
that ranks as the most complicated, 
visual-effects-heavy sequence the show 
has yet put to film—I7 days spent 
shooting one sequence. “We ran up 
against the absolute limit of how many 
days we ean shoot ina year,” Weiss says. 
‘That's why, when fans demand more 
episodes per year, the showrunners 
reply: “We can't.” 

If beating the ticking clock was a 
problem, money was not. At least, not as 
uch as usual. The east received raises 
this year (the leads receiving a reported 
'$800,000 per episode), and there was a 
bigger budget for effects as well. Game of 
‘Thrones now costs at least $8 million per 
episode, on par with the most expensive 
drama series ever made, such as HBO's 
Rome and Netilix’s Marco Polo. “Before, 
'd hear, ‘Do we have the money to do 
that?” and someone would say,'No!” s 
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year it's ‘Do we have the money to do 
that?" and somebody would say, 


‘This season Snow struggles to unite 
the Night's Watch and the wildlings 
while fending off the seductive advances 
of the apostate-torehin, 
Molisandre, What are the Red Woman 
odds of becoming Snow's next kissed- 
by. there's mutual 


Building 
Dorne 


endured rain and cold to shoot more outdoor scenes t 
other cast member, “I find it endl 
fancies redhe: 


Creating Thrones isn't all about all braving the elements, 
hitting deadlines, and forging swords and merkins, though. 
For some of the east and erew, there is also play-hard after 

hours partying. For that, we're off to our final stop, the heart 
of the show's production, where this adventure all began five 
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WELCOME TO BELFAST 


E 


(ON A BUSY BELFAST STREET, YOU PAUSE TO PEER AT A STORE'S 
‘window display of props labeled “Gane of Thrones." Suddenly a 
Inuckster is thrusting brochures at you: Ride the Game of Thrones 
dpa! Take the tour! Visitllthe local sights you've seen onthe show! 

Its. trick worthy of Littleinger. Tourists who look in the 
‘window must be fans, therefore they got the sales pitch. The 
exhibit ant even real it's.a bunch of generic Renaissance Faire 
props. (Real Thrones items are in high demand—for instance, 
citios where the show films want them for museums) 

Bolfast used to be immune to Thrones mania, but not any- 
more. Shortly after a drone smeakily took footage of the Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens set in England, another was spotted 
buzzing around the show's Castle Black set. The HBO team 
scurried to investigate the legality of the robot paparazzo and 
posted signs warning away drone operators “The first year 
‘working in Northern Irland we would go through customs, and 
the officials would ask, ‘What are you working on? Game of 
Thrones! Is that some kind of game show?"” Benioff recalls 
“Now we come through and they say: Don't kill Arya!"” 

Unlike in Spain, actors ean usually still show their faces on 
the street—like wien Sophie Turner (Sansa) pals around with 
Stark sister Maisie Williams (Arya) when their shooting days 
averlap. Turner—looking on her day off abit like last season's 
“Darth Sansa” ina black leather jacket— 
marvels at fan reaction to her twisted 
relationship with middle-aged Little- 
finger (Aidan Gillen), a journey that 
takes a dark turn this year. “When that 
kiss happened, my Twitter exploded 
‘with ‘Eww! That's disgusting” and the 
next day I gota ton of tweets going, 
they should be together" she recounts, 
iystified. “Game of Thrones, man, they 


‘When that kiss 
happened, my 
Twitter exploded 
with ‘Eww! That's 
disgusting! 


Her friend has a dramatie grown-up 
transformation coming this year, as Arya 
starts her new life in Braayos. “You're 
going to see more of her emotions and 
docisions rather than what your ‘favorite 
character’ might do,” Williams say 
“Sho'slosing that “fisty little gir" thread.” 

Another duo who hang out together 
are Alfie Allen (Theon Greyjoy) and Iwan 
Rheon (Ramsay Bolton), despite Ram- 
say's gruesome tormenting and eastration 
of Theon on the show. In Belfnst, they play 
pool (Rheon tendsto win), and Allen ocea- 
sionally delights autograph seekers by 
signing with a sketch of his absont mem- 
ber. “When we're out, people literally 
cannot get their heads around the fact 
we're hanging out,” says Allen, whose 
accursed character gets some relie—not 
much, a little—when Ramsay finds a new 
plaything totorture. “We get these Belfast 
Jocals losing their maiden minds over it” 

‘And though it's less publicly discussed, 
Rerated partying goes on too, One Thrones 
team member woke up naked and locked 
‘ut of his hotel room, then had to walk to 
the front desk to ask for a key ("Do you 
have 1D? the clerk asked). Another 
topped that story by waking up, also 
naked, atthe top of his hotel's waterslide 
while being kicked in the ribs by an 
annoyed kid who wanted him out of the 
way. “Because we're really into making 
sure everyone behaves properly, that 


crew member was promoted to a department head this season," 
says one amused producer. 

‘Clarke deseribes more innocent games, such as ane where 
everybody draws an animal in 15 seconds and then they compare 
‘who did it the best. “We're like 4-year-olds sometimes," she says. 

We find the Breaker of Chains readying to shoot a seene on the 
set of her Meereen throne room'sbaleony overlooking her realm, 
(how many seenie terraces does Thrones have anyway), We're 
inside the production's cavernous Titanie Studios hangar, where 
‘mast of Thrones’ interior seenes are shot. You can stroll through, 
the studio and find yourself dizzyingly transported from King’s 
Landing's Iron ‘Throne room to Mance Raydor's North of the 
Wall tent to the audience chamber of Meereen's Great Pyramid, 
Last summer the Queen of England visited, (She didnt sit on the 
Iron Throne, exasperating the Internet.) Before her take, Clarke 
pretends to play piano on the railing, perkily asking the director: 
“Can you cue me? Otherwise Pit uy 

Dacnerys’ story required some of the show's budget bump, 
since there's more dragon aetion this season than ever before 
now that her fire-breathing offspring are in their rebellious 
teenage years. (A joke on the sot goes: “What do dragons eat? 
‘Money!”) She has to figure out how to suppress a cunning, 
insurgent group without help from her deadliest weapons. “We 
haven't seen a season like this for Daenerys since season 1, 
‘There are huge pitfalls for hex,” she says. 

‘One potential trap is her romance with the dashing rogue 
Daario Naharis (Michie! Huisman). Daario’s sellsword-with- 
benefits relationship with Dany will deepen while she tries to 
koep him from getting too close, “It started around ankle deep, 
and we're wading at this point,” Clarke says. “But I don't believe 


there's ever a thought in her mind that Daario would be any- 
thing more than fun—spring break!” 


Emilia Clarke 25 
Dacnerys and 
‘Natale Emmanuel 
‘Mandel in 
Meereon 


Spring break, just not forever. As they 
say on reality shows, eventually a per- 
son's “journey ends"—like it will this 
season for one cast member (we'll just 
call them “an actor") who has been with 
the show for several years. In their 
trailer, Northern Ireland's seemingly 
endless rain patters on the roof as this 
person puts a good face on their situa- 
tion. They just shot their final Thrones 
seene, Their death will be as surprising 
to fans.as it was to them, 

“It proves you should probably not 
read the books," the actor says. I thought 
this season I was going to have more to 
do, and I was really looking forward to 
that. And then I got my dates from my 
agent and I thought, “That doesn't tally’ 
Beeause there was no way if they were 
sticking to the books that I should be in 
for that number of weeks. It seemed to 
me they must be writing me out. The 
[showrunners] rang me and told me, 
“Your time is up in this series’ I'm dis- 
appointed, but you have to accept that 
the demands of TV are different. I find 
rmyselfbeing quite emotional about it. 'm 
going to miss it. Never mind being pro- 
fessional, they're very nie people” 

When Thrones kills characters, some- 
times fans weep, and sometimes they 
cheer: But this is what real loss on a TV 
show feels like—not a sword-swinging 
battle ery, but an actor sitting in their 
cramped camper, listening to the rain, 
struggling to accept that this isthe last 
time they will ever work with their 
‘Thrones family. It doesn't take much time 
while hitchhiking a 10-day ride on the 
show's wild caravan to realize this is a 
ride you wouldn't want to stop. 

Dinklage, a few days earlier, put it 
protty well: “I get up in the mornings too 
early. I get covered in fake poop. Yet I 
mow when the show's aver; I'm going to 
kick myself. It'sa great gig” It'sa feeling 
that'sinereasingly resonating among the 
east as the show edges off the known 
path laid down in Martin's books. Actors 
are bogging the producers to know their 
fates. Valar morghulis, afterall 
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Inafarawayland filed with Asa wedding gift, Daenerys 
magi, violence, andthe receives three fosalized 
‘Socasional twin-ontwinlove. dragon eage—creatures 

fest the powertul familes of thaughtta be extinct. (The 
‘Westeros ve for tha ran ‘dragon Ie also the legendary 
Throne. AsadvsertokKing protector of the Targaryen 
Robert Barathoon. Ned Stark family.) Drogo turns on 
discovers thatthe helr appar. Viserys as does a pot of 

tent, offre, isnt Roberts molten god), king im, but 
child but rather the incesty soon dies from a wound of 
‘offspring of Queen Cars his own. Daenerysloses their 
tanner and her brother chi, but when she walks 
Jaime, members of avery into Drogo funeral pyre, 
fich and very blond family her dragon eggshatch, 
Thettweat of thetuth com- | turning her intea mother 
ing out costs Robert, and of dragons. But athrest 
thar Ned their ives. giving grows nthe North: Rumors 
‘otrey the crown, Me ‘of White Walkers ancient 
while another clamanttathe undead, bad akin) grow 
throne, Viserys Tarparyen, beyond the 700 foot tall 
the son ofthe king whom barricade of ice known as 
Robert overthrew, marie off the Wal, where Ned Stark's 
hissister Daenerys tothe bastard eon, Jon Snow, 
Dothrak warlord Khal Drogo, | stands guard as amember 


hopingtagain miltarymight. | ofthe Night's Watch 


The effects of Ned Stak 
sath ripple far and wide 

His youngest daughter, the 
burgeoning badass Arya, has 
escaped King’s Landing and 
Isheoding to Caste lack — 
though unbeknownst her, 
Jon has traveled beyond the 
Wall with the Nights Watch. 
Ned's heir, dreamy Robt 
Stark, isralving Northern 
troops against the Lannisters 
inthe name of vengeance, 
wie King Roberts brothers, 
Renly and Stannis, lad 
separate forces n order to 
take the throne that each 
believes belongs thir. That 
i unt Stannis and ate 
worshipping witch give bith 
toa shadow baby who assas 
sinates Stanns younger 
brother. The confit comes 
toa hand in Slackwater Bay, 
[ust outside of Kings Landing, 


where Tyron (Cerseiand 
Jlrs imp" brother) leads 
Lannister forces against 
Stannie armada with the 
hep of ie father, Tywin, anc 
the powerful Tyrell ary. 
Jotfrey hoping to strengthen 
bis tine (and pad his coffers) 
cae azide hi betrothed 
Sansa Stark and becomes 
engaged to Margaery Tyrell, 
Renlys widow. As the Lani 
ters amass power across 
the Narrow Sea, Dasnerysis 
ther lowest, abandoned 
bby most af her Dathraki 
people, penniless, starving, 
and—fellowing stop inthe 
wealthy ety of Garth— 
‘obbed of her dragons. After 
kling 3 exeepy watlock, she 
reclaims her thikren” and 
steals enough gold for an 
army and a ship. Her pan. 
ery return to Westeros. 
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A LOOK BACK AT THE BATTLES, 
HOOKUPS, DEATHS, TRIUMPHS, 
AND EVEN MORE DEATHS 

THAT KEEP US WATCHING THRONES. 


A series of iated weddings 
shits the power dynamics 
‘among the families more 
than aver before. Robb Stark, 
who marie for ove, conti 
lest clash with hs mother, 
whois released Jaime i the 
charge of Brienne of Tarth) in 
hopes of exchanging him 
for the two thought to-be 
imprisoned Stark gis. Along 
the way, Jaime and Brienne 
fencounter some bod dudes 
fof House Bolton, who take 
them captiveand cut off 
Jame’ right hand. The rest 
‘ofthe Lannister children are 
‘ls having dificult imes 
‘ealing with their father, who 
has arranged for Cersei to 
‘matty Loras Trel (who's gay) 
and for Trion to wed Sansa 
(uho's definitely not inter. 
ested) (Ugh, dads) Robb: 
Jove match comes ata grave 


price when House Frey 


Catal Stark, her son, 


fhe Lannsters greatest, 


Astapor to purchase an 


‘whom he'd een promised, 
Unleashes fury at the 
redeest of wessings,killng 


daughter irlaw, and unborn 
tgrandchill As the Starks— 


threat—are aid to wate, 
Daenerys and her dragons 
‘cantinue to grow stronger. 
‘She traveleta the city of 


of slave soldiers known as the 
UUnaulied, After freeing the 
Highly trained and paris 
lese—watios, she continues 
her liberating crusade inthe 
ty of Yuna, North ofthe 
al, Jon Snow experiences 
‘anew freedom of his own 
When heinfltates the hole 
lings and breaks his vow 
Of oelbacy with Yaritina 
super steamy cave scone 


to Joffrey is poisoned at his 
‘own wedding—good news 
for Gor fans whe wanted 
im dead, but bad news for 
‘many ofthe inhabitants of 
Westoros. immediately after 
the young king's death, 
CGersei has Tytion arrested 
for murder. Swearing he 
innocence, Tyion invokes 
the sight of ral by combat, 
Prince Oberyn Martell 
volunteers a his champion 
and falls ina spectacularly 
eye-popping scene. 
Jaime—presumably with his 
lett hand eventually frees 
Tyron, who murders his 
fw fathor,Tywi, wth a 
crossbow (or the john, no 
less) during his escape, 
"Now that the Nights Watch 
have spread word ofthe 
foncoming attack from the 
White Walkers, almost 


‘everyone not involved in 
Lannister family drama turns 
thelr attention to the Wal, 
Bran Stark continues to 
fellow hi prophetic dreams 
to find a three-eyed raven 
inthe north. Jan Snow, 
having escaped from the 
Wwldings returns ta Castle 
Black, the Nights Watch 
HO, ta defend it rom a 
vengeful Ygritte, her leader 
Mance Ryder, and his 

troops, who attack from 
bth seas ofthe Wal, cya 
has been traveling withthe 
Hound ina twisted road 
‘movie, but when he loses a 
‘duel with Brienne of Tath, 
‘arya and her Needle take off 
for the detent land of Bra 
vos, where shel try ta con: 
tinue her combat taining — 
andecrase more names of, 
other hit lit. 
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Sophie [Turner] and the family that I 

HW once had. They've grown from kids 

From the | s22errres 
GAVE | Sssitarstnt imesh 


prosthetic head, holding it by its hair: 
‘That was a vivid memory. Iknew 
from day one I wasn't going to make 
it to season 2, but it got quite a flatter- 
ing reception. [was pleased people 
were saddened to see the death of me. 
‘That set the benchmark that anyone 
can get killed off. And they have 
been! It’s actually quite refreshing.” 
WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEAN “I often 
think of what would have happened to 
Ned, what would he haye become. But 
of course that wasn't the ease. He was 
agood man in this moral maze, and if 
T'm being honest, he couldn't really 
survive anyway because he was just 
too good and too trusting” 

NED'S ADVICE TO HIS STARK KIDS 
“He'd probably have said, ‘Just stay 
at home in the eastle, with your 

mum! [Laughs] 

ARETURN FOR SEASON 5? “No, | 
didn’t get [a call]. Maybe season 61” 
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UIE PROPS 


The hit of the sword carried by Bronn Jerame Flynn), who sparred with Jaime Lannister (Nikolaj Coster Waldau) to train his left hand. 2.A portion 
‘ofa map used by a Braavosi sea captain. 3. The crate that smuggled Tyrion Peter Dinklage) acrass the sea to Essos, . The shield young Lord of, 
the Vale Robin Aryn (Lino Facil) wil use while learning to fight. 5. The tiple-headed ornamentation on Daenerys Targaryen’s (Emilia Clarke) dress 
that represents Dragan, Rhaegal, and Vieeron. 6, The long ax of Areo Hatah (DeObia pare), wha serves as the captain ofthe guards at House 
Martell in Doene. 7. The weapon of Trystane Martell Toby Sebastian), Dorne's handsome young prince who befriends Myreela Baratheon (Nol Tiger 
Free). 8, The bullwhip af Tyane Sand (Rasabell Laurent Sellars), on of Princa Oberyns (Pedra Patcal) lethal “Sand Snake” daughters. 9.4 mask 
belonging tothe Sons of the Harpy a group who disguise themselves while carrying out insurgent attacks. 
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THE GREATEST 
STORIES 


NEVER 
TOLD 


HAVEN'T READ GEORGE RR. 
MARTIN'S BOOKS? HERE'S WHAT 
YOU'VE MISSED. + pv 1uLLARy Busts 


“The shows biggest omission? That be the 
supernatural bein who makes er grand entrance 
inthe thi book’ epilogue: Lady Stoneheart the 
‘animated corpse ofthe woman ance known 3 
Catolyn stark Inthe novels, she devotes her 
Sere to hunting down any anda Lannster 
‘Sympthizars But Michal Fay, wha played 
ately on the series, told EW last summer that 
She wort be putting on zombie makeup for 
‘season: "Yeah, the characters dead She's dead” 


‘THE WARDEN BEYOND THE WALL 


“The mysterious maybe-undead Coldhands 
wel above the Wallin Martins novels, 
protecting Sam and Gilly after they fee Craster’s 
Keep=then acting asa guide or Bran & Co. as 
‘hey travel north to find the tree -eed crow. 
Fans speculate that is ue lenty may be 
BenienStark--Ned's rather 3 Night's Watehman 
‘wo dleappears in book but ether way, the 
(Characters absent from the TV show 


‘THE RHALEESI'S STRONGMAN 
(on screen, Dacnerys is surrounded by a 
coterie of friends and advicere as she pots her 
‘etum to Westeros But thee one person 
missing Strong Blwas, the book series" 
boisterous enormous exladator who oins 
‘p with Dany atthe same time Baristan 
Selmy doesn Clash of Kings, roving 
‘much-needed comic rte 


‘THE TOURNEY AT HARRENHAL 
‘Thrones watchers know that Robert's Rebalion 
(as triggered when Prince Rhsegar Targaryen 
Abducted Lyanna Stark~Ned’s sister and Robert 
Baratheon were betrothed~years before our 
Story began What they dont know ts that 
tensions between the Targaryens and our 
heroes started bubbling up at ths long-ago 
tournament, at which Rhaegar crowned yanna 
the festivals queen of love and beauty instead 
ofhis own vite, 


‘THE SECRET CHILD 
Hostr Tully, Catelyns father, des off screen on 
‘Thrones. But Catelyn is present for his passing 
Inthe books and she's puzzled by his detirious 
‘murmurings about Tansy the blood," and 
forgiveness’ ater revealed that Cately's 
sister ysa got pregnant by Pelyr "Litleinger 
Baelish a ateonager,and that Hosta forced 
her to abort the child by giving her a drink made 
oF tansy, a lowering her. 


TYRION'S FIRST WIFE 


Tyron Lannister’ fist wife is mentioned 
only briefly on the TV series. Ashe tls it he 
found out afte their mariage that she was 
actually a whore, ald by bis brother, Jaime, 

te take Tylon virginity. But inthe books, 
dame reveals that Tysha wasnt realy a 
prostitutethat was story tel father, Tywin, 
Cooked upto pressure Trin into ending the 
Felatonship. Trion Is furlous upen learning 

the truths one a his main motivations for 
‘murdering the Lannister patriarch 


Who tried t kl Bran Stark, way back in 
season Land nA Game of Thrones? The 
{TV seres ever entirely selves that idle 
(hough Liteinger sa strong contend). 
But the books offer an answer Both Jaime 
and Tyron independently conclude that 
‘was none other than Joffrey Baratheon 
‘whe ordered the aseassination ina 
Iisoulded attempt to please Robert, the 
‘mane belived tobe his father, 


‘THE LOST DIREWOLF 


‘Ana's beloved direwo Nymeria has been 
‘onthe run~and absent from the sreen= 
Since Thrones first seacon But the animal 
fhas made occasional appearances inthe 
Books, easing a pack of fearless wolves 
round the Riverlands. Shes the one who 
pulls Catelyn Starks body from therver 
Before Arya mother isresurrected by 
Used Brie Dondarton. 


wy 
WHO SHOULD RULE 


HME THRONE 


Haight Corse eta “good Princesses, your noble 
pereon’ what with al her Martie monk nd your 
revelling and brother dashing dad sue drank 
lowing, though i argue that Now lett about asl 
the tags people most reve trade man smal businese 
her for-ruthles ambition Cnmer, a vertable Horatio 
lack of emation, uncon Alger hero wha leveraged a 
tonal loyalty ther sons—are tte nt ot. Sure, Pye 
{ualties they might valu in Baelsh isnot cool He 
SIman. And suspect that doesn fit any fantasy genre 
things wor't end wel for her: Srohetypes, Accountant” 
[Asahe sid hersl, "When wwapneveracharacte class 
you play the game of tres, In Warcraft) And sre, 
You win oryou di But root iden Gillon pays in ke 
Torher becuse sho the ish Dracula doing Daniel 
Stinger all of Wester, Day-Lewis doing rink 
Controling her pawns rom yourmik shake” Ask your 
behind the scenes wth the Zal: Who has always been 
perlect balance of street 1D steps ahead of everyone? 
Ears and strategy Shes Wiho brokered an allance 
fer power conealidaton, 3 between the Trelis andthe 
Splomst with years of exper Linnistersa nonviolent act 
fee on the Small Counc of diplomacy na country 
required filed with luntinstrumant 
appr. dhctators? oes 
‘ough, but eatively larby iat has tobe done, Dont 
Thrones barbare standards: 
Remember that she tied to 
Srangean escape clause for 
Ned tothe Nights Watch 
belore he gat his head cut 
Off No one loves her shiren 
‘more than Ceres there's 
Clearly a hea buried some 
there benosth thet corset 
Yetshos loveheaded nthe 
Worst circumstances: mm 
Uhatly alter Jtirey was 
‘murdered, she began patting 
het next move Yes, she's para 
old, but Weeteron every 
te really out to ge ou, 
especial # youre a Lannster 
Scthats nota badthing. 
know that wornen cart ba 
ings in Westoroe, but this 
ieatantary show, 20 stand 
tym fantasy anew. 
teoling a world where shes 
declawed because af her 
ender, ustimagine what 
She could dowith real powe 


pretend you weren't happy 
tosee Lysa Arryn fly out that 
Moon Door. Litefinger 

can't fight He doesn't have 


that government 
look peaceful 
There: a notion that who: 
ever ultimately sits onthe 
Iron Throne wal bring peace, 
prosperity, order. Te quote 
UUtelefinger: People like that 
‘ling ta the realm or 

the gods or love. usions 
Litlefinger is too smart for 
illusions He knows the 
patra order fs chaos. This 
isthe man who wort rest 
‘onPis laurels, This isthe man 
‘who wil law Westeras out 
‘of deb, the man who's smart 
lenough to make his enemies 
defeat each other. You 

‘on ike i? Hate the game. 
Don't hate the best player 
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All Shows Must Die 


ENDS WHO YO! 


WHEN WILL THRONES END? DEI 


‘THE EPIC SERIES NOTORIOUS FOR 
shocking deaths is starting to prepare 
for its own demise. Showeunners 
David Benioff and Dan Weiss have pre- 
viously publicly stated they're 
planning to conclude Game of Thrones 
after seven seasons. A few months 
‘ago, HBO took a step toward reaching 
that mark by optioning the east for 
that (possibly) final round. “We see the 
light at the end ofthe tunnel Beniof? 
says, “Weatill have along way to go 
and things to figure out, but we 
dofinitely know where we're heading 
and the major end beats.” 

But wait: Is HBO really prepared to 
commit to a 2017 end date for the 
‘most popular show in the company's 
history’? Not exactly. Or rather: They 
‘fer not to, but will ifthey must. 
“This is the hard part of what we do; 
sighs HBO programming president 
Michael Lombardo, “We started this 
journey with David and Dan. It's their 


ASK. & BYJAMES HIRBERD 


vision. Would [love the show to go 
10 years as both a fan and a network: 
executive? Absolutely” 


So ifthe producers prefer seven 
seasons and HBO prefers more, 
‘what happens? A conversation. Per- 
haps more than one. As with amicable 
‘spouses who avoid a sensitive area 
of disagreement, this issue is some- 
thing HBO and the showrunners 
hhaven't discussed thus far (“So about, 
season 7—"/"Hey, look, a dragon!” 
“We'll have an honest conversation 
that explores all possible avenues,” 
Lombardo says. “If they aren't 
comfortable going heyond seven 
seasons, I trust them implicitly and 
trust thats the right decision—as 
horrifying as that is to me. What 
‘T'm not going to do is have a shaw 
continue past where the creators feel 
they've finished the story.” 

‘And then there is that pesky movie 
{ddea: George R-R. Martin has lobbied 


for concluding the series with a fea- 
ture film, It would mark a rare and 
risky TV-to-film leap, but Thrones 
plays like a movie already and has a 
huge and passionate global audience. 
HBO isu’t keen on this idea even if 
‘Thrones flm could be a box office 
blockbuster, however, because the 
format switch could be construed as 
snubbing their loyal subscribers. 
(Che showrunners won't comment on 
the matter) “Certainly there have 
been conversations where it's been 
said, ‘Wouldn't it be eool to do that?" 
Lombardo says. “But when you start 
a series with our subseribers, the 
promise is that for your HBO fee, 
‘we're going to take you to the end 

of this. I feel that on zome level 

[a movie would be] changing the rules: 
Now you have to pay $16 to see how 
your show ends." 

Yot another possibility is that HBO 
right opt to extend Thrones with a 
spin-off. There have been no specific 
talks on that front.as of yet, though 
Martin has a development deal at the 
network. The author is currently 
‘uniting the next book in his saga, 
although fans aren't expeeting him 
to keep pace with the show. (Martin 
hhas two books remaining and no 
publication dates insight.) Since the 
showrunners know Martin's master 
story plan, they're preparing to plow 
ahead into new, unpublished narrative 
territory next year. 

For now, Benioff and Weiss will only 
say that giving Thrones the strongest 
possible ending is their biggest prior- 
ity. “We want to go out on our absolute 
highest note," Weiss says. “We don't 
‘want people to finally see the end and 
say, “Thank God that's over!" Adds 
Benioff: “We know basically how many 
hours are left in this story, We don't 
‘want to add 10 hours to that. It's about 
finding that sweet spot so it works for 
us and for HBO and, most ofall it 
‘works for the audience.” 
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“I don'tknow 
how they’re 
going tofinish 
Thrones. 

I think they'll 
have to endit 
with the most 
epic battle TV 
has ever hg 
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GETTING 
UNDER 
HE 
HOOQ 
WITH 


KYLE 
CHANDLER 


It's been four years since Friday Night Light 
‘and the actor ared from our tele 
ns. On the eve of his r 


ion 


ne, we have just 


words: Welcome back. 


By Sara Vilkomerson 


| would like this article to be: Kyle Chandler believes he is 
funny.” He grins. “Not funny funny. But funny!” It's no wonder 
the actor, 49, wants to be clear that he has a sense of humor. 
Afterall, he’s made a career of playing stoic authority figures— 
from supporting roles in Argo and Zero Dark Thirty to his five- 
year run as Coach Eric Taylor an NBC's Friday Night Lights. 
Chandler returns to the small screen with Bloodline, a moody 
thriller debuting March 20 on Netflix. The project, from the 
creators of Damages, is the first to lure him back to TV since 
FNL went off the air in 2011. Over a beer at a Manhattan bar, 
Chandler takes a look back at his career and his most memo- 
rable roles, “When | first moved to Los Angeles, | wanted to 
be able to make a living and have a family,” says the actor, 
who now resides in Texas with his wife of 20 years and their 
two daughters. “I've been able to do that plus all the rest. 
What more could you want?” And despite this note of sincerity, 
let us say for the record: This man is indeed very funny. 


Ae 4 


‘Chandler has been cast as the good guy 
from the start He played earnest pro base 


ballplayer Jeff Metcalf on this ABC series, 
set in post WWII Ohio."Homefront 
alowed me ta live aut some af my child 
hood fantasies fram when | watched the 
cold classics with Cary Grant and Jimmy 
‘Stewart’ he says. One of my greatest 
‘memories is they were filming Batman 
Returns across fram us on the Warner 
Brothers lat. was outside In my 1940s 
‘garb, smoking a cigarette. t was snowing 
‘on the Batman set and aut comes a gent} 
‘man who slowly walks down this emoty 
alleyway, | think Jeeeeesus Christ Almighty) 
that’ Christopher Walken” He stands up 
to demonstrate. “I watched hin for a good 
20 seconds He looked up and locked eyes 
‘with me" Chandler pauses. "He held It til 
Tooked avray It was the strangest thing” 


4 
EARLY EDITION (1996-2000) 


Ontthis CBS drama, Chandler played a 
‘Chicago man who had the power to pre- 
vent disasters thanks to the mysterious 
delivery—by an equally mysterious cat— 
of the next day's newspaper. But what he 
remembers most is his persona life. "My 
first daughter was born and | was 
‘young actor with a job” he says, 

still grateful for the gig. As for 

that orange tabby that deliv- 

cred the magical paper? 

“That cat was a painin the 

ass," he says with a laugh, 


“They wanted me to love 
the cat, but at the start of 


the show Iwas wise enough 
to think, No, [this character] 
hates the paper and that cat” 


GREY'S ANATOMY (2006) 


Chandler received an Emmy nomination for 
his guest spot as Dylan Young, the leader of a 
‘bomb squad (who taught us all what the 
phrase “pink mist” means). "I wore ankle 
‘braces to help me feel solid and rooted tothe 
‘ground. | was so nervous" he says. “It was a 
‘big moment for me: You can goin there and be 
realy ing nervous or you can have a good 
‘tme." His experience as the new kid was one he 
‘remembered later on Friday Night Lights.“ 
always go over to [guest stars] and say, Hey, 
‘Tm Kyle. This is going tobe fun” Chandler 
‘made such an impact that Grey's brought him 
‘back the following year in dream sequences. 
“1 hought, "Ym dead! How can you do that?” 
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SUPER 8 (2011) 


4. Abrams offered Chandler a tole 
inthis scr thelr with ane caveat: 
He couldnt read the script before 
‘accepting. “That's J." Chandler 
says. "Itke that he keeps things 
closetto the cuff” He didn’thesitate 
tosay yes (he's aig fan of Star 
Trek) and ended up playing Deputy 
‘Sheriff Jack Lamb. “Ieemember 
watching [reducer] Steven 
Spielberg stand behind Jone 

dy. He was just sort of looking 


‘ver his shoulder and they were 
ting th 


seeing the batan get passed 


THE WOLF OF WALL STREET (2013) 


“seriously thought it was a joke" Chandler says of getting the call that 
‘Martin Scorsese wanted him in the 2013 flick. As FBI agent Patrick Denham, 
Chandler went toe-to-toe with Leonardo DiCaprio’ Jordan Belfort aboard a 
yacht-—the very first scene Chandler worked on. "Lea was gracious enough to, 
take a look at one of our takes and come over to me and say, It looks really 
f-ing great. It's really f—ing good!’ He knew how to take care of an actor who 
could have been easly intimidated," he says. So we keep taking it to the next 
evel till [DiCapri's characteris throwing lobsters didn’t get fired that day, 
‘01 knew | was going to be in good shape.” 


THE SPECTACULAR NOW (2013) | 


was terrified of this part says Chandar, Who's aware that “deadbeat alcoholic 
father” goes against type, friend of his wils—"such a good frend that she can 
be brutally honest”—had nated how sir his roles tend tobe, and asked when 
he was going ta da something afferent “When this part came up | was ike, 

show het” Chandler drove from his hme in Texas to Georala where the movie 
‘Was shooting." grew up there and went ta University of Georgia. Allof a sudden 


take a road and end up in my hometown presented with ghosts” he says “felt 
ke someone was throwing a Polaroid every few moles with a memory 


BLOODLINE (2015) 


[chandler was the first actor to sign on 
Bloodline (the creators wrote the part 
ith him in mind) and had no idea that 
ye cast that would fillin around him 
ld be so starry: His costars include 
fasy Spacek, Sam Shepard, Ben 
ndelsohn, Linda Cardelin, Norbert 
0 Butz, and Chlo® Sevigny. “I didn’t 
now who they were going to bring i," 
Says. “It ust kept getting better and 
etter and better. They're all really good. 
jeople down the line and put you at ease 
quick” Chandler plays John Rayburn, 
1 local sheriff in the Florida Keys and 
olden child in a family with plenty of 
rets and scars beneath its happy 
surface. The intrigue—and the script— 
15 enough to finally get Chandler back 
inthe TV game. Rayburn has alot of the 
ualities we've come to expect froma 
indler character, but by the shocking 
ofthe frst episode, audiences might 
yeed to reevaluate. (Another shock? 
saring Chandler drop F-bombs with 
some frequency~a bonus for the 
ctor. “The cursing sa real joy. must 
ave been a sallorn my past if) "I got 
ot of cool offers for different TV work 


after FNL], and I don't regret not doing 
ny of ther," he says. “With Bloodline, 
sa long road that | have an opportunity 
199 0n. It's a slow development of 

ithe character. They're very good writers, 
jd trust them to put me inthe 
st incredible situations. can take the 


hance and not look like @ fool” As for 
nat those incredible situations may 
3, Chandler stays mum, except to say: 
xpect great storytelling.” 
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(ald ea says dretor Kenneth Branaeh. 
‘never aay we'd go manok atthe 
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Sot there wae colectWE gasp” 


You rem he 1950 animated clas 


golden-voiced heroine 


mice, the devilishly evil stepmonster. Now Disney ing a fresh spin on the bil 


boo of it all with a live-action Cinderell ing in lus! fit for a fairy tale 


By CLARK COLLIS 
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Once upon. 
QO LOMN Cuss 


‘a maiden arrived on the famed 007 Stage at London's 
Pinewood Studios and did a little redecorating. Cinderefla (in 
theaters March 13). a reimagining of the belaved 1950 
animated film, is the latest in a string of fairy-tale-themed 
Disney projects—think Maleficent, into the Woods, and the 
upcoming Beauty and the Beast. The live-action movie is, 
directed by Kenneth Branagh and stars Lily James (Rose on 
Downton Abbey) as the sweet young woman who, with help 
from a fairy godmother (Helena Bonham Carter), breaks free 
of her wicked stepmother (Cate Blanchett) and stepsisters 
and finds her Prince Charming (Richard Maciden, who played 
Robb Stark on Game of Thrones). Although Branagh is 
directing, itis the three-time Oscar-winning production 
designer Dante Ferretti (The Aviator) wham the cast and crew 
call “maestro” One glance at the ballroom gives you an 
Indication of why. Sumptuous cletalls abound, from the grand 
staircase overlooking the ballroom to the faux marble floor 
inlaid with an intricate royal crest to the scores of flickering 
candles. There are so many candles, in fact, that it takes at 
least eight people to light them all. tall feels rather magical. 
“You aren't alone in feeling that,” says Branagh. “I felt the 
same thing when | started to see it go up. You felt the love 
behind it!” | Of course, no fairy tale would be complete 
without equally lavish costumes. And for that responsibility, 
Branagh and Disney enlisted another triple Oscar holder, 
Sandy Powell (Shakespeare in Love). Powell oversaw hundreds 
of wardrobe items, including the heroine's icy blue ball gown 
bedecked with approximately 10,250 hand-applied Swarovski 
crystals, “When | put it on, | was so self-conscious," says 
James. “The ‘princess’ moment was like, ‘Haly mother of God! 
How am | going to fill these shoes? Or these slippers!” 


666 | EW.COM special Double Issue 2015 


lots ferent Fabrics, 
lots of ayers and used 
Several ferent colors, 
wich bul upto make 
the moving bes: 


‘The skecharmeuse 
ros that Cate 

Blanchett Lady 

Tremaine wears tothe 


particular caleng” 
‘lancet quips 


Powell had one 
primary goal 
vwinen designing the 
Vrarérbe for Ciera: 
Stepsister (played by 
Holiday Grainger na 
Sophie Mester): Make 
them lok sly" wanted 
realy obvious bright 
felors she say. 


THE GLASS SLIPPER 
Made of Swarovski crystal the 
{famous feotwear vse more prop 
than costume, twas sa delicate that 
{Cadeella rset ly James, never 
‘Wore. "You nad the fear of Goa 
‘whenever you helt James says 
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A FANTASTICAL FAIRY FROCK 


Powell was intial concmed that her costume for Helena Bonham 
Carter was to vious "Tes tke you gave ach 9 pencil and sa, 
‘kay, raw aay godmother” she says. "But thik it werk: 

The voluminous, Swarovski studded gown s more regal than the 
plan purple cloak wen by Cnderelts sta bobble benofcta in 
{he animated fim. Anda touch more magical toa thanks to 4000, 
‘iy LED ight wird to abattery pack the actress wore areundher 
walst."Melena enjoyed enormensly the ea that a manhad to get 
Under her dress and tuner 2" Branagh says 


ROYAL 
MENSWEAR 
‘ute often, theres alot 
going on in the men’s 
costumes Powell says. 
Madden's prince (ight 
with Derek lacabias he ii 
ting) wears white mltary 
‘arb that nods tothe 
snimated version “All the 
embroidery was done 
using silver buon in 
Pakistan and was eo 
‘erbelshed with tiny 
crystals, barely visible 
reflect thelght 
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4 BALLROOM BIT FOR A PRINCESS 
‘Seeking inspration fr the balloom set, production designer Dane Ferret 
sys he ooked at alot of French arctecture, he the Louvre, the Palas 
‘Geer, andthe Hotel de Soules, whic al ad these grat long staease= 
‘The rand room eeen here ina digital rendering) utmately neuded a 
‘leony big enough to accommodate 36 piece orchestra and curtalns 
made from 3,000 meters of embossed velvet and sik Blanchet for one 
‘Wasimpressed "My law Nt the lor she says. "There was no need to 
Suspend dsbeli because t was extraordinay | was ead to move 


WITH ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY NINA TERRERO 


You don’t know him, 
but he knows all your secrets. 


IS SIMPLY ONE OF 
THE ALL-TIME GREATS.” 


—GILLIAN FLYNN 
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“Any new book from Harlan Coben is a cause for celebration.” “(OBEN 
—Ihe Huffington Post og 
‘ wassine rou 


How out-of-work 
journalist 
| | PaulaHawkins 

O spun her window- 

gazing daydreams 
e into the smashingly 

successful crime 
thriller The 
Girl on the Train. 
by Clark Collis 


AS A TEENAGER, Paula Hawkins got 
into the habit of checking out the lives of 
through the window of her 
traveled to sehool on the 


District line of the London Underground, 
“There's areally slow bit which is above- 


e ground, ats when I fist 
sot the taste for looking nto people's 
houses" "That litle daly journey would 
end up changing her lf in ways she 
never coud have predicted 

Until this year Hawkins, 42, was an 
unknown, eash-strapped author, Then 


she wrote a navel, The Girl on the Train, 
and when Riverhead publi 
itimmediately shot to No.1, selling out its 
initial printing of 40,000 and prompting 
hastily organized US. publicity tour 
tis go unusual fora new author to take 
off with such momentum,” says Hawkins 
US. editor, Sarah MeGrath, You sure 
don't need to tell Hawkins that. “Nobody 
cexpeets this, do they?” Hawkins says 
over coffee in a Manhattan restaurant, 


just hours before eatching a plane back 
to her home in South London. “I was 
‘optimistic about the book. We had nice 
feedback from bloggers. But this has 
heen like, Whaat?" 
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‘The Girlonthe Train concornssa depressed 
alcoholic divoreée named Rachel Watson 
who obsesses over a married couple 
she sees out the train window during her 
commute, When she diseovers that the 
wife has gone missing, she injects herself 
into the police investigation despite her 
Jeas-than-Sherlockian sleuthing abilities 
and her tendeney to get blackout drunk. 
‘The novel has now sold more than 750,000 
copies and ag of Mareb Lisin ts 10th print- 
ing. Hawkins, who says she's “completely 
overwhelmed” by her novel's success, 
gives off the kind of let's-not-get-too- 
excited vibe one might expect from some- 
one who used to work as a financial 
journalist. “This kind of thing probably 
doesn't come around more than ance,” she 
says. “So I'll ust enjoy it while it's here. 
Don't spend all the money!" 

Hawkins, who studied at Oxford, used 
to make her living writing about taxes, 
pensions, and property for a variety of 
media outlets, including the London 
‘Times. “Lenjoyed it, butt didn't make my 
heart race,” she says. “Then the market 
crashed.” Fortuitously, Hawkins was 
commissioned to write what she calls a 
“chick lit" novel, Confessions ofa Reluctant 
Recessionista. The book was published 
under the pen name Amy Silver, which 
reflected her ambivalence about the 
venture. “I was like, “This is not really 
where I want to be; she says. “There's 
plenty of fantastic women's fiction, but I'm 
not the porson to be writing it” She wrate 
three more “Amy Silver” books, but sales 
wore unimpressive. “They kept getting 
darker and darker” she says.“The last one 
is not a bad book, but itis really sad and 
really tervible things happen. I made no 
money on it. Iwas thinking, S---, lm in 
trouble now. So it was either go back to 
journalism—wbich I didn't particularly 
want to do—or make a go of it with the 
kind of fiction I want to be writing” 

‘She chose the latter, clearly, and began 
‘working on The Girl on the Train in early 
2018, Desperate for eash, she sent her 
‘agent chapters of the book before she had 
‘written even half the story “I wasn’t on- 
the-streot broke, but money had become 
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“This kind of thing doesn’t 
come around more than 


once. So I'll 
while it’s here. 


NI TIHE 


TR AIP 
RAITT 


tight,” she says. “We worked on it abit, 
got it up to halfway, and then I sketched 
out the rest, We took it to publishers and 
there was an immediate good response. 
‘That was when I knew, Thank God, I'm 
not going.to starve!" 

‘A large part of the book’s appeal, 
Hawkins suspects, isthe relatability ofits 
central character, Rachel. “People recog. 
nize things:her loneliness, her depressions, 
her struggles with addiction,” she says. 
Hawkins confesses she shares some of her 
main character's insecurities (“I ean be 
quite self-loathing at times”), but she comes 
across asa quietly composed and together 
person—it actually is quite easy toimagine 
hor writing an artile about pensions. She's 
afar ery,in ther words, from her alcohol- 
drenched mess of a main character. “I 
know people who have had drink prob- 
Jems’ she says. “It'sa very boozy culture in 
Britain. Zverybody knows people.” Maybe 
that's partly thanks to the availability of 
Rachel's favorite tipple, canned gin and 
tonic, which has yet to become popular on 
this side of the Atlantic. Hawkins saysthat 
onher recent publicity tow; this was what 
she got asked about the most, and it still 
‘makes her laugh, “Everyone's like, ‘Does 
that really exist?"" 


just enjoy it 
ort spend 


|? 


Another sales assist? All the glowing 
reviews, many of which invoke the mega- 
selling Gone Girl, For the record, Hawkins 
says that while she enjoyed Gone Girl, she 
huad already started writing The Girton the 
‘Train by the time she read it. “They are 
very different [books}—I just think we 
should move on from that’ she say augh- 
ing. She'shappiertotalk about the thumbs- 
up her book received from Stephen King, 
who tweeted about The Girl on the Train: 
“Kept me up most ofthe night. The aleo- 
holic narrator is dead perfect.” 

Like many of King’s books, The Girl on 
the Train looks set to be adapted for the 
big screen. Last March, DreamWorks 
acquired the rights to the book for pro- 
ducer Mare Plat (Drive nto the Woods) to 
develop. Who does Hawkins see as Rachel? 
“Oh Leantt cast Rachel," she demurs. “You 
think of Hollywood actresses, they're all 
very beautiful. She's nt. She's lt herself 
0, she'sa bit overweight. So there aren't 
many people who spring to mind, Il have 
to fp through, you know, Esvrenasxatecr 
‘Westy and look” 

Hawkins admits she has splurged a 
litle on clothes and shoes following the 
success ofthe book, but insists she'll eon- 
tinue to use the subway. “I'm a Londoner” 
she says. “We have to go on publietrans- 
port." However, fans of The Girl on the 
‘Train may be disappointed to learn that 
she has no plansto write a sequel. “I don't 
think there's going tobe a Girlon the Bus” 
she says. Fair enough. Hawkins son a fast 
track of her own now. mt 
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When disaster strikes, compassionate 
people want to help. While donations 
of clothing, food, bottled water or 
toys may feel more personal than a 
monetary donation, the truth is that 
even a small financial contribution can 
do more good for more people, with 
greater speed and sensitivity. Cash 
donations provide medical and other 
life-saving services now, and rebuild 
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aster Relief 


infrastructure later. Even little 
donations can generate big, lasting 
impacts for good. 


Giving wirely ta 
good sportumanshipe. 


Check out the guidelines at 
USAID CIDI online: www.cidi.org, 
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DELILAH 


(ON A MISTY PENINSULA JUST WEST OF SEATTLE, 
the most powerful woman in radio heads down to her base- 
‘ment, puts on a pair of headphones, and listens toa truck 
driver from Florida talk about love. 

“You won't believe this, Delia, but the last time I talked 
to-you was M4 years ago," Jerry says, He first called Delilah 
‘when he was a newlywed, looking to dedicate a song to is 
wife "Now we're about to have our 15th anniversary and Ld 
like to do the same thing.” Delilahs face settles into a know- 
ing smile. “AUll these years later, Jerry,” she coos, “and 
‘you're still n love with your bride.” 

Ita chilly January evening in Port Orchard, Wash, but 
Dalilah’s home studio is warm and fuzzy. And if you've ever 
listened to her nightly tell mo-your-troubles-and-I-play-you- 
Luther-Vandross show, it's hard to imagine her lair could be 
anything bat. Cozy and carpeted, the roomisstrewn with her 
life's trophies. Her own artwork: a painting ofan enna. Inspi- 
‘ational books: Fits... Quit Moment for Couples. Her small 
‘gray schnauzer, Sophie, lies at her feet in a hanc-knit sweater 
Delilah purrs,“ will play the song, Jerry. And when you get 
‘home, you ean havea nee alow dance with your beloved” That 
night, radios around the country hnmmed to the tune ofthe 
[Bverly Brothers “Like Strangers” for Jerry's wile. 


This is the kind of earnest, 
schmaltzy, thoroughly high: 
fructose moment that has come 
to define Delilah and the self. 
titled program she's been helming 
for three decades, Part therapeu 
tie confessional, part relationship 
healer, part adult contemporary 
retirement home, Delilah is a bea- 
conto people, some who listen for 
‘more than the Celine Dion power 
ballads. A young woman with a 
husband stationed in Afghani 
stan. A grieving parent coping 
with the loss of a child, An 
unfaithful teenager who doesn't 
now how to tell his boyfriend 
hho's sorry. They all come to Deli 
Jah just as they are. They hope 
sho might grant some advice, abit 
of wisdom, or, at the very least, 
“Wind Beneath My Wings 

Ryan Seacrest, who met Delilah 
{in 2005 at Premiere Networks in 
Los Angeles, isa believer. “Delilah 
hhasa unique ability” Seacrest says. 
the makes every listener feel 
‘comfortable enough to open their 
heart and share their feelings, 
dreams, and disappointments. She 
hhas that amazing emotional con- 
nection—anyone who listens to 
Dalila feels ikea else friend” 

‘The lady has a lot of close 
friends. With a weekly audionce 
of more than 8 million, Delilah 
is by far the most listened-to 
woman in radio, Her show— 


broadeast hy aver 150 stations as 
‘well as the (HeartRadio app for 
five hours a night, seven nights a 
‘week—is the top-rated musie 

format program in the country, 
even hitting No. lin urban eon- 
ters such as New York City. 
Today she's fifth aeross all for 

mats, with the other four slots 
belonging to conservative talk 
and NPR. Delilah has become 
the keeper of the flame for the 
long-distance dedication, an 
American radio tradition started. 
by the late Casey Kasem nearly 
hhalfa contury ago. And she's fl 
lowing in the footsteps of another 
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broadeast giant—with her cuddly-confessional reach, she's commonly 
referred to as the Oprah of radio, (It's an impressive comparison since 
Oprah herself couldn't earn the title. Her SiriusXM network, Oprah 
Radio, folded in January.) Artists like Josh Groban can testify to Dellah’s 
he was one of the first people in the entire industry to start 
playing my songs," the singer remembers. “And she did for me on radio 
‘what Oprah did for me on television. It was obvious. I went from selling. 
8 t0 10,000 albums a week to selling 100 to 200,000 copies a week.” 

We're in an uncertain age for the music industry, in such upheaval that 
‘even bands like U2have to sneak their music into people'siTunes folders, 
s0 Delilah’s steadfast dominance is an anomaly in radio. Yet her impact 
sured solely in numbers, She occupies a unique place in our 
culture. She's an tber-American, ageless, evergreen guilty pleasure that 
most everyone has indulged at one time or another (c'mon, admit it) 
‘whether ona long drive, at alate work shift, or while hugging a tearstained, 
pillow post-breakup. Just hearing that name in the show's signature 
refrain—Dee-liti-laaaaah!—is enough to make people go, “Awww.” 
Nostalgia i all but built into the appeal. “My show resonates the same 
‘way as comfort food,” she says. “Its home." 


*O 


BLOND AND A TOWERING 5'10", Delilah Rene knows how to command 
attention. The 55-year-old hasa surprisingly PG-13 sense of humor, though 
that wicked streak is left out of her G-rated show. “She's eraz 
possible way," Groban says, “She's got areal kind of twisted sense of humor 
that I wish she would put on the air more." Her off-duty voice is louder 
and sharper than it is on her show, and, if you're wondering, her go-to 
curse word is “s-" Delilah also happens to be an evangelical Christian, 
She isn't shy about invoking God in easual conversation or on the radio, 


influence 


inthebest 


Delilah's home studio is tucked deep in the piney woods of Wash. 
ington State, in a renovated farmhouse that sits on a 46-acre 
compound. The place is averrun with a zany siteom east: her fourth 
hhusband, Paul, 12 children (nine by adoption), 10 horses, three cows, 
eight goats, 12 ducks, four pigs, three emus (I recognize one from her 
portrait), five dogs, three cats, some 500 chickens, and ane photogenic 
zebra named Zena. 

Growing up in small-town Oregon, Delilah was told she talked too 
much. A grade-sehool teacher tried to solve the problem by duet-taping 
her mouth shut, “She didn't know that duet tape doesn't stick when 
it’s wet, s0 I pushed it off with my tongue,” Delilah remembers. "Which 
pissed hor off, so she took the duct tape and wrapped it around my head. 
My folks had to cut my hair to get the tape out.” Somehow not trau: 
matized by that, she later turned her gift for gab into an assot when 
she won. speach contest in middle school held by a local radio station. 
“hore were five categories, and I won four of them. The judges came 
up to my mom afterward and said, ‘Wow, your daughter likes to talk!" 
‘That victory led to a student-work program at the station, where her 
duties included writing and reporting on school news and sports. When 
she reached high school, they hired her part-time. 

Dolilab’s first dream was to become a doctor, but, she says, “God had 
different plan than I did” (She didn't 
have the grades.) After graduating 
sehool, she took various radio jobs 
around Oregon and Washington. She 
gave airborne traffic updates 
Cessna 172, spent time doing news tal, 
and DJ'd at stations with different for- 
mats, from hard rock to country. 

In 1084 her station in Seattle transi 
tioned formats from album-oriented 
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rock to soft rock. “They kept me 
‘on even though they let most of 
the other people go, just because 
Teould push buttons at night,” 
she says. “Literally it was just 
‘me, doing time and temp.” But 
‘quiet nights lot people reflect on 
their lives—and prompt them to 
call in to radio stations. “People 
would request songs, but then 
they'd tell me the most profound 
things,” she says. “They would 
just start spilling their guts and 
telling me their stories. I started 
recording thelr calls. I took the 
tapes to my program director 
and said, Listen. Just listen to 
this and tell me that this 
‘wouldn't be compelling on the 
air?” They settled on the name 
Lights Out, “That's when the 
show was born,” Delilah says, 

She started developing the 
program further, coming up 
with now-signature features like 
Friday Night Gitts, but not every 
station manager liked the idea of 
ceding valuable airtime to cheesy 
love songs aimed at a female 
demographie. So Delilah began 
taking her talents to new mar- 
kets, reconfiguring the show 
along the way: first in Boston, 
where it was renamed Quiet 
Storm, then Philly (Love Songs 
With Delilah), Boston again 
(Delilah After Dark), Rochester, 
and finally back to Seattle, where 
the program was rechristened 
simply Delilah. 

‘Then came Sleepless in Seattle 
‘The 1998 classic’ plot hinged on 
fictionalized version of Delilah's 
radio show: Tom Hanks calls 
in, Meg Ryan listens, swoony 
romance ensues. “Did I ever see 
dime from that?" Delilah shouts 
with mock outrage. “No! It 
‘would've helped ifthey had used 
‘my real name, dang it. Or my real 
voice, instead of hiring somebody 
to-copy me” 

11996 her show began its frst 
year of syndication, and Delilah’s 
‘growing fume led tonew ventures. 
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She had multiple book deals; 
published works include Love 
Someone Today and Arms Pull of 
Love. There was a short-lived 
Seattle-area restaurant called 
Dolilah’s Cozy Kitchen. (She still 
‘makes her own jam.) And every 
fow years, there are offers to take 
hor brand to'T¥. “Ten yearsago, 1 
hhad lawyers negotiating with the 
Big'Three [networks] in LA," she 
recalls, “They really wanted meto 
do a talk show It was after Rosie 
left, before Ellen eame on. It was 
more money than I could ever 
imagine. I wrestled with it, but I 
was 80 discombobulated in my 
heart. And then I felt God speak 
tome, and my first responsibility 
isto my children.” 

In 2004 Delilah, like Oprah 
before her, bought the full rights 


to hor show. She and hor produc 
ers now churn out six diffrent Dallah *% 
vetsionsofDellahadayzeachtai- — ohenho 
Jored to regional demographics. Wash, DELILAH IS CRYING. Her tearscome in small quick eruptions. Her eye 
Most cites get the * tomth ‘rel up, that booming voice trembles form fow moments, and then it 
show. This isthe version of Deli: Sapte and passes, Its not uncommon for her to get emotional whon she talks to or 
Tah most peoplethink of—classic _Twbbles ‘about her callers. They are her, well, everything. “But I definitely have 
adult contemporary love songs 1 breaking point. just go off on somebody. ‘Are you flipping kidding 
(Carole King, Michael Bublé) me?” she says. “You're not talking to your child because he tld you he 
mixed with friendly newer fare ‘was guy? You have been blessed with a child who loves you and who is 
(Bruno Mars, Maroon 5). There's alive today, and you're cutting off communication because you disagree 
“gol” vorsion for markets with with who he is? I would give anything to see my son again—ho's dead!” 
higher demand for the sounds (Hor son Sammy died of sickle-cell anemia in 2012) “How ean you eut 
of the ’70s and "80s. People in yourheart off? And thon she started to argue and quote scripture. And 
‘Tampa or San Diego, orinstance, T'm like, Ob no, you did't, Ohno, you didnt! ‘Cause I can outquote you 
will hoar more Kenny Rogers any day ofthe week, girlfriend!” Delilah laughs, wiping her eyes. “Those 
than Katy Perry. Markets like don't make t to ai 
New York skew modorn, while ‘Most don't, The show's 1-800 line gets around 60,000 ealls a day 
places like Houston get more On average, Della takes 80 of them from her home studio, and 25 
country. Fans are often surprised make itonte the air each night. Offaly she aecopt callrs only from 4 
(and disappointed) to learn that 09 pam, but she's been known to hop on the line at all hours ofthe night. 
thoir ddieations vary too, nti “theres nota night that goes hy whore Pm not crying with somebody on 
dawns on them that Delilah the phone, or praying on the phone, she says. “T got two orthroo cals 
rarely ever saysa song title on at night that truly could bea made-for-TV movie” 
With al this success, copyeats ‘As the show has grown, Deltas connection 
are inovtable. “There's tons of to her callers has gotten deeper. And her per- 
thom! Constantly!” she says sonal life has gotten messy. Another Oprab-like 
“They usually last for a year or quality) She's had three divorces before meoting 
two and then they're gone. You hor current husband, Paul. Hor shortest mar- 
can nover beat me by trying to riage lasted only six weeks. “I'm the least 
copy Delilah, You will never be a «qualified person toe giving out love advice,’ she 
hotter Doliah than Lam, Is just often says on the air, before dispensing love 
not ging to happen." advice. “My first husband, I dearly loved’ 


DELILAH 
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whispers, “My son's father. He ‘ape. “I wasnt here," Delilah says. “But my husband chased him down and 


walked out on us when his son throw him to the ground and held him until the eops got here.” 
‘was 10 years old. He passed away Women make up the majority of her audience—but 60 percent of the 
from complications from alcohol- calls come from men. “It might be because women generally have a best 
ism_""Phen she got “involved with friend that they can talkto, and men sometimes don't have those relat 
cocaine addict, didn't know it,” ships that they feel safe in, where they can talk about issues ofthe heart. I 
she continues. She says her next ‘have this guy named Dave who'sin his 70s or 803" she says. “Hea widower 
relationship, to a man involved ‘who gets through two or three times a month. I don't know how he does 
with her churehis youth ministry, {it—maybe he just sts there and redials all night. He called me lastnight 
vas “by the book. We did every- ‘because this week is the anniversary of his sons death. Isad, ‘Tellme some- 
thing the way the Bible says. thing about your son that will help me recognize him when I sce him in 
"They divorced after nine years in hheaven! And he opened up, sharing all these amazing things. He said, ‘I 
2001. “And then Iwas single until didn't realize how badly Ineededto talk about my son’” The tears reemenge. 
2012. knew Paul for seven years Weall just want tobe heard. On the afternoon ferry, a handful of weath- 
before we got married” cred men in Seahawks sweatshirts stare silently out at Puget Sound while 

Delilah realizes thather candor Delilah contemplates the future of radio. “No matter what the technology 
is her paycheck. “The listeners ent, {s, no matter ifyou're tweeting or Facebooking or texting, you want to foe! 
know that I'm real," she says, Delis validated, she says. “People want to fe! like they're important” Because 
“You know, there's a lot of people aaiva ‘ofthat need, Josh Groban predicts that Delilah will survive radio's increas 
who do shtick. They have adfor- {ng uncertainty. “She's nurtured an audience that's been underserved” he 
ent name on the air, they have points out. “From day one, she's sai, “This is about you, about me, about 
a different persona on the air. ‘us sharing this connection’ She developed a fan base that defies trends” 
Howard Stern—off the airs he isa ‘At the main studio in west Seattle, Delilah plays a call from a 15-year 
gentleman. He's a fabulous bus ‘old who just got her first cell phone. She had always wanted to callin to 
nessperson, On the ai, he's a pig. the show, the gir! says, but her parents wouldnt let her. “Wait, so am I, 
"That's his shtick. It's not who he like, the firs eal you've made on your new phone?” Delilah asks. The girl 
is Who he isis actually a very lov- admits she has already texted some friends. “But you're literally the only 
ing, devoted father: But on thea, person I've talked to,” she says. So, of course, Delilah dedicates a song 
he's so gross! He's like a M-year- to her: “Call Me Maybe." %. 


‘old boy who wants to talk about 
bodily functions constantly! [love 
that, but I think my listeners 
mow that I'm the same on the air 


andotftheaiz The only diference “Who' a 
chedisimacrtte Airs Who's on Your Heart Tonight? 
na ett ctitse whet Fra oh DELILAH'S NIGHTLY CALLERS ALWAYS ANSWER HER SIGNATURE QUESTION AND 
the air: But they know they can LET IT ALL HANG OUT, FROM DIVORCE DRAMA TO TEENAGE HORMONAL ANGST TO. 
trast mabecaume in nt going to VERY. VERY LONG: DISTANCE (LIKE INTO WAR ZONES) OEDICATIONS 
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It Follows 


STARRING Maila Monroe, 

Keir Gilchrist, Daniel Zovatto 
DIRECTED BY David Robert Mitchell 
R, LHR, 40 MINS. 


Malka 
Monroe 


OU MIGHT want to buckle up. Because the open- 
ing sequence of the new horror film It Follows is 
a honey. The camera fades in on a tree-lined 
suburban street at twilight, There's something 
unsettlingly peaceful and dreamy about this 
place. Ifyou didn’t know any better, you might think you wore 
watching the beginning of John Carpenter's wide-screen 
masterpiece Halloween. Then. disoriented teenage gi bolts, 
ut of one of the cookie-cutter houses and frantically stum- 
bles up and down the block, her head swiveling in every 
direction. She's terrified —and clearly being chased by some- 
thing, only we ean't see what it is, She jumps into a ear and 
peels off, winding up at the beach at night, where she cowers 
on the sand and leaves a frantic phone message for her 
parents telling them that she's sorry and that she loves them, 
‘She knows she doesn'thave much time. And she's right. The 
next morning as the sun rises, we see her lying dead on the 
beach with her limbs twisted into queasy jackknife angles. At 
that moment, I whispered one word to myself: Sold. 
Horror geeks are a notoriously jaded tribe. Which makes 
sense, beeause we tend to spend alot of hours sifting through. 
junk just to find a few nuggets of gruesome gold. We want to 


be pleasantly surprised and shocked by the 
unexpected, but we're resigned to our fate that 
we probably won't be. The first five minutes 
of It Follows should uneoek a lot of skeptical 
horror-fanboy eyebrows. Written and directed 
by David Robert Mitchell, whose only previous 
film was 2010's coming-of-age indie The Myth 
of the American Sleepover, It Follows sets us up 
forall ofthe tired teen-body-count-flick tropes, 
and then spends the next hour and a half 
subverting them with wit, style, and an almost 
suffocating sense of dread, 

‘The Guest's Maika Monroe stars as 19-year: 
old Jay, a slightly awkward long-limbed blonde 
still grappling with her own budding sexuality 
and the leering intentions of men. After going 
on a date to the movies with her twitehy, 
distracted boyfriend (Jake Weary), Jay 

wrenders her virginity in the backseat of his 
car, Afterward he's relieved...and not for the 
obvious reasons. It turns out that by having 
hhnd sex with Jay, he's passed on a curse. There 
will be no spooning, no pillow talk. From this 
point forward, he tells her, she will be on the 
run from shape-shifting appavitions that won't 
stop until they either kill her or she has sex 
with someone else and passes the plague on to 
hhim. Wherever she goes, i follows. 

Tknow what you're thinking: that old saw 
‘again? Its true, horror movies have trafficked 
in paranoid sex-equals-death metaphors for 
what seems like ages—certainly long before 
the specter of AIDS piled on an extra frisson of 
terror. But what gives Mitchell's conjugal 
nightmare a clever new wrinkle is thatthe cure 
inthis ease is actually more ses. Hisis a deadly 
carnal chain letter fueled by the deliverer's 
dishonesty, guilt, and psychosexual fear. And 
there's an additional twist: If the earrier is 
killed before he or she ean pass along the death 
sentence to some other poor hormonal soul, 
then the eurse works its way backward. It 
never goes away, and you're neverin the clear: 

On paper, the premise of Mitchell's film 
may sound like it has a lot of lawyerly Final 
Destination rules, but on sereen ts dream logie 
foels airtight. Much of the eredit for that goes 
to Monroe's moody teenage authenticity and a 
bolievably realistic eircle of friends who help 
her battle something they can’t see but take on 
faith that she ean, It must be said that some of 
thse fighting hostly-threats sequences work 
better than others. In the moments when 
Mitchell shows us a stranger in the corner of 
the frame or the deep background lurching 


menacingly toward Jay, there's a creeping 
sense of white-knuekle ansiety. But in others, 
when the audience ean't see the stalker as it 
paws.at her or hurls things, it foels a bit silly, 
like we're watching outtakes from Claude 
Rains’ creaky old black-and-white chiller The 
Invisible Man, Ben with its flaws, though, 
It Follows is-a dizzyingly tense and creepy 
workout. Oh, and I almost forgot... Hey kids, 
don't have sex! 
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Insurgent: Shooting the First Big Battle 


Inthe sequel to last year’s Divergent (out March 20), Tris (Shailene Woodley) and Four (Theo James) take 
onold enemies and Hight for survival in an epic face-off among the factions. Here, a behind-the-scenes look at 
fe thesctors proved 


an early sequence wi ist how badass they could be. SARA VILKOMERSON 


[AT THE END OF last year's Divergent, Elgort), have found sanctuary among Case In point: Woodley did some 

\we did not leave Tris (Shallene the peaceful faction Amity. They've ‘of her own hand-to-hand combat, as 

Woodley) in good shape. Her parents only just caught thelr breath—and Tris inthis shot, where Tris takes out an 

hhad been murdered in front of her, has cut off aller hait—when thay/re ‘enemy Dauntless soldier with the 

and she wasleft factioniess and forced _ discovered by Eric (Jal Courtney) handle of his own gun. 

to-goon therun with Four (Theo and other enemy soldiers. "This is ‘Both James and Woodley preferred 

James), her Dauntless instructor/ when the movie explodes, says the ‘todoas much of thoir own stunt work 

love interest. Now, n Insurgent, the fins producer Doug Wick. “It's as possible, including jumps and wiee- 

second installment of the franchise critical turn? ‘work Woodley was into it al, butat the 

based on Veronica Roth’ best- Our protagonists make a run start of production in May of ast year 

selling young-adutt trilogy, Tris and fort, only to decide, when forced, the new stunt coordinator, who hadn't 

Four must battle the allance (headed to fight back It's also where we get ‘worked on the fist fl, had his doubts, 

by Kate Winslet) that threatens to see Woodley and James kick some says producer Lucy Fishee."When he : 

thelr existence. serious ass. “Shallene isthe kind ‘est met her he said, Oh she's sosim.1 H 
Inthe pivotal scene shown here in of actor who, anything you ask of don'tknow ifshelbeable to do such H 

both storyboards and film stil, Tes, her, he'll make real says Wick. intense fighting’ Fisher says laughing 

Four, and Tris’ brother, Caleb (Ansel “She's fearless.” “We sald, h, you so don't know Shai!” 
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Cinderella 


svarnine Lily James, Cate Blanchett, Richard Madden 
pinecteD ay Kenneth Branagh 
PG,1HR, 45MINS. By Chris Nashawaty 


WITH A FAIRY TALE AS familiar as Cinderella, the trick in sprucing it up 
for a new generation is figuring out how to make something that smells, 
distinctly of mothballs seem fresh again. Director Kenneth Branagh, who 
‘was last seen putting Chris Pine through the paces in the pulseless Jac 
Ryan: Shadow Reeruit, as come up with a surprisingly obvious solution by 
judiciously sprinkling pixie dust where it will e noticed most: easting and 
costumes. Lily James, best known asthe sunny fibbertigibbet cousin Rose 
on Downton Abbey, stars as Ella—a plucky, porcelain-skinned Disney 
heroine who loses her mother and then her father to liness, but not before 
he remarries an iey shrew with two nitwit daughters who become Ell 
scheming stepsisters. If this all sounds pretty much by the book, wel, 
that's because it is. But what gives the new Cinderella its deliciously 
sinister spark is who's doing the tormenting. Enter Cate Blanchett in a 
delirious swirl of eandy-colared evil. As Ella's wicked stepmother, 
Blanchett is nasty perfection from her blood red lips to her baroque Sandy 
Powoll-designed gowns. She's like a eross between Coco Chanel and 
‘Norma Desmond, and she smartly plays her harpiedom to the back row of 
the theater: Ella's forced to live inthe drafty attie, eat leftovers, de menial 
chores, and sleep by the burning embers ofthe fireplace (hence her nick- 
name, “Cinderella”). Then, while out in the woods one day, she meets Kit 
(Richard Madden), dreamy prince with a jaw so square it could double as, 
cereal box. He's smitten, and not just because he is about to inherit his 
dying father’s throne and needs a princess. The rest of the story (the 
pumpkin chariot, the glass slipper, ete.) is the epitome of faithfulness, 1 
wish cortain strotches ofthe film moved a little faster (as I'm sure some 
parents with antsy young ‘uns will oo), and I'm still abit wary ofthe tale’: 
retrograde notions of what constitutes wish fulfillment for girls. But the 
fizzy cocktail combination of Blanchett’s cartoonish hauteur and 
Branagh’s visual razzle-dazzle and confectionary sets (courtesy of the 
legendary Dante Ferretti) manages to take a tale as wheezy as Cinderella 
and make it feel almost magieal again, B 


REVIEWS MoviES 


The Gunman 


starnine Sean Penn, Javier Bardem, 
Jasmine Trinca, Idris Elba 


pinecren By Pierre Morel 
RALHR, SSMINS. By Chris Nashawaty 


SEAN PENN DOESN'T make movies very often 
these days. So when he does, you go in with 
certain expectations. Sadly, its best to leave 
them at the concession stand if you're planning 
‘on enjoying The Gunman, Directed by Pierre 
‘Morel, the engineer of Liam Neeson's macho 
‘second act in Taken, the film starts off promis 
‘ingly high-minded, with a barrage of exposition 
about how Western corporations have exploited 
the mineral wealth of the civilwwar-torn Afriean 
nation the Demoeratie Republie of the Congo. 
And with the politically active Penn doing double 
duty asa producer and co-writer, we're primed 
for a heady dose of postcolonial guilt with 
‘our popeorn, But it doesn’t take long for The 
‘Gunman to diteb its noble intentions and spiral 
into a rote series of chases, shoot-outs, and 
close-quarters knuekle-seraping brawls, Penn, 
‘who appears tobe in the best shape of hislife at 
age 54 (despite the cigarette hanging from his 
lower lip), brings.a layer of emotional depth that 
‘most actors couldn't summon playing a former 
‘mercenary reckoning with the bloody sins of his 
past. ‘Too bad all the secondary characters in 
the film (from Javier Bardem’s dodgy do-gooder 
to ldris Elba's Interpol agent, Jasmine Tr 
love intorest, and Mark Rylance's gravel-voiced 
villain) fe! like they stumbled onto the set from 
a (better) Bourne flick. And while it’s nice to 
hopscotch around the globe from one exotic 
locale to the next, this is the kind of film that 
can't be bothered to do any more with its 
Spanish setting than have a showdown at a 
bbullight. IfPenn wanted The Gunman tobe his 
version of Neeson’s recent black-and-blue 
period, congrats. But I suspect he was aiming 
higher‘and came up short. C# 
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A Woman, 
aMyth, and 
a VHS of Fargo 


An unusual new film, Kumiko, 
the Treasure Hunter, tells the not-quite- 
true tale of a woman who believed 
that the fortune she saw buried © 
in a movie was real. -KEVIN P. SULLIVAN 


re cuassic ole edrepeat- | who finds prposein iko. t 
Water Tolan who cdvtosulante Sremmost lite 
Shot erty ane ‘Keisha tough | WHS copy taro that umiko, the 
‘small-town newspaper ‘the opening credits of she finds in a cave. Ty ac: Hi ~ 
SiiocwacwelScat | Faro cam-tisisa Speaking of Farge reasure Hunter 
Shaessonewsdon | Uuestorythemevie | the alnr bathers see iam 
about storytelling. is fictional and the ‘have never heard from ‘stannine Rinko Kikuchi, David Zeline 
When th gee anshewansetting | thecoensbuttheyre.—_oimecTeD By David Zellne 
Ceemesctnesyspewonse thr Steflay thst, Nanas 
"ponte ene Seivcmtnerss’ | ammo eatirer see See 
‘Kumiko, the Treasure the officers gave up scenes from Fargo— By Cele Nesonn, 
Fimericnce tie SrdgutKoneit ota and geting the te 
Sarin Oscrrornee bustoherdestnton, | tothose sens taka 2 
Rinko Kikuchi (Babel), Days later, a hunter long time—but the ‘THE COEN BROTHERS’ bruise-black comedy 
Provestutsentnent | foundherdeadinthe | Zeeresaythergea!_ | Fargo resonated with milions of people. But 
Catveand wel Mess weds teasnever bcoopt eee remote with mi hom of prone Be 
“te fm, directed When the Zler the work of ther itsafe to say that none of them have parsed 
by Dovid einer cee brothers tstheard—_flnmatera We it with the same Talimudle serutiny as a 
Tapedwisenty | teturecactey | vanedtcampyue | sassy Tubvy ative worker named Keak, 
him and hs brother werehooked. "West [Fargo] as acondut =e 5 
endieaee || eae | ele ee Played with a haunting ar of melancholy by 
corutar and Wondiofiete, | netaratme cea, Rinko Kikuchi (Babe), Kumiko lends asad 
thovea tganene Seosetwhatledtober | wy borage Dold ete et 
‘woman who died in the death,” David says, says. "We wanted quiet Iife with few felends beyond her p 
Soy Miers SRetesctos'on | Kinmotobe rey rabbit. Her job is eoul-aucking and ber 
Moods Myearsape. | stayThedinbegan | chs on thing imother constantly asks ber wiy she's not 
‘tutieyeniece rg asceepon, ‘and Kum, the 
wctisintvewinter | tutastimewerton | Treasure unterts ey 
orz00L pees the wuthot the oct su too obsessed withthe doa of going to Fargo 
smavck #10, secaved wears story began dheoisback toa olde and digging up the briefease of eash that 
calls about'a woman in to surface! Konishi had kind of storytelling, becca hi 
Smincst waters | tevrbeen lounger | wheteatgove wey Steve Buscemi buried in the Coens fim, 
outin th cal The Gefayotemue | | tfartaoy and tue Dissecting the scenshas convince her that, 
onanseyonatve | Suuderetetht she | somes ada srajeedemiran rrr s Heaton’ 
Satake Xonighy spoke mailed fram Blsmarck | grow into myth. she can pinpoint its location. When sh 
Almost Enoch but_ | feahed er aml in finally embarke on her spiritual quest 
insisted that shehad to Japan weoks after her Steve Buscemi armed with ancedlepoint treasure map and 
Qettofare.shepre death Shehad emeto ine 
Seedanincdam thereat hersa 
opt pamce seam Attn we wee thea garden goome, the fl booms from 
hab the cope dest caught off guard whan an oddball intrigue into something more 
that she had come to it was debunked, dba be ssshe thing 
fetteiatonets | | teenie profound, la Kumiko gimply naive or inshe 
Gihficayetane — woumee need mentally ll? The film's perfect ending 
GetsteeSucents | hbembuetetse ee ae ae ee 
character buries in the legend.” in the film doean't try to antve that riddle, but it will 
Stanintne@3eceen hese sul ote inals you foel aa if you've just een samo- 
brothers fin Fro ui asta gt thing hypnotiealy original + 


married yet. The answer may be that she's 


red hooded sweatshirt that makes her look: 


4 | EW.COM Spe 


adapted Shakespeare 
PG-13,1HR,3eMINS, _tocontemporary 
‘Adam Sandler playsa times in 2000 
fourth-generation Hammet. Now be’ at it 
cobbler who gains the again with Cymbetine, 


lesser work of the 
Bard’. Tisa noble 


power to become the 
people whose shoes 


he fixes. Sandler is effort, but hath the 
effeciveasa sad stench of comedy 
schlub, but drector ‘here there be none. 
Tom McCarthy (The Penn Badoley and 
Station Agent) Isles Dakota Johnson play 
Interested in character lovers waylad by a 
than in crazy situa web of betrayal 


tlons. What starts 
off asa potentially 


involving her mobster 
father (a leather 


charming fantasy jacketed Ed Haris), 

never finds its footing. crooked caps, and a 
Esther Zuckerman —_roguish gambler 

buy (Ethan Hawke). The 


film has moments of 
real it and stylish 
brutality, but its 
‘nods to modernity 
(motorcycles, Pas, 


R.1HR, 38 MINS. 
Ar-house auteur 
Michael Almereyda 


[MORE ON EW.COM Run A Nit out March 13) 
ed Insurgent (March 20) dnt seen your 
ine bt youcan find our reviews on EWeem 


Google) just feel 
lke self-conscious 
stunts. € —Chris 
Nashawaty #8 


THR, 46 MINS. 
A Pacino isall leather- 
faced and bellied out 
as arockstar search- 
Ing for meaning in is 
“bls life” Weer 
Dan Fogelman (Crazy, 
Stupid Love) directs 
the comedy with a 
loss that renders the 
story nonbellevable, 


REVIEWS 


this documentary pra- 
fll of 87-year-old piano 
‘master—and philoso 
‘her king—Seymour 
Bernstein Hawke's 
‘gaze i too adoring, 
but the soltary 
sight of Bernstein 
putting together his 
foldaut couch/bed 
lnhis one-room apart 
‘ment is as poignant 
ashisrecital ofthe 
“Moonlight” Sonata, 
oe McGovern tt 


‘Adam Sander in 
The Cobbler 


PG, 1HR, 41 MINS, 
With ts release held 
up fr seven years 
because of rights 
Issues, Denny Tedesco’ 
luminating document 
tary about the unsung 
LA session musidlans 
who provided the back- 
beat for some ofthe 
‘greatest songs from 
the’50s through the 
"BOs can now be seen, 
The wait was worth it 
Hal Blane, Earl Palmer, 
Carol Kaye, and the 
dector's dad, Tommy 
Tedesco, are finally 
allowed to step out of 
the shadows and take 


buta cas of old 
ros (Christopher 
Plummer, Annette 
Bening, Bobby 
Cannavale, Jennifer 
Garner) and a touch: 
Ing final scene elevate 
the material just 
enaugh to redeem it 
Joe McGovern 


PG, 1HR, 21 MINS. 


Director Ethan Hawke belated bow, 
brings a shaggy, Chris Nashawaty 
Linklaterish grace to boy 


BOX OF SHAME 


Taylor Lautner plays Cam a New York City bike messenger 
Whe, to pay aff his debts and get the gil (Marie 
Avgeropouls) joins a gang that pulls off hests using 
parkourmoves Thee reasons tojump-and:all way 


‘BAD MANNERS Lautner an crew leap onto construction 
‘equipment and dent taxicabs and New Yorkers never seem to 
‘mind. Trust us they would) 

BAD ZEN Sample dialogue“ you wanna vault the car, dont 
look the car Lok where the crim” But where the ER 
‘BAD SEX Lautner and Avgeropoulos have a sweaty sex scene 
Ins tent ona roof (don't ash), The worst part? They take the 
stair. ~Dana Rose Falcone Ms 


ited release 


w-voo 


Television 


Bloodline 


ides Streaming 


Kyle Chandler 
(below) Linda 
‘Cardelint 


OMETIMES YoU KNOW something's coming..and 
there's nothing you ean do to stop it," says golden 
boy John Rayburn (Kyle Chandler) in the voice- 
over that introduees Bloodline. Anchored deep in 
the swampland muck ofthe Florida Keys, this new 

drama from the makors of Damages begins when the Rayburn 

kids reunite for the 45th anniversary of the hotel owned by 
their parents, Sally (Sissy Spacek) and Robert (Sam Shepard), 

From the beginning, there's so much tension between the 

Rayburns' drugaddict son Danny (Ben Mendelsohn) and 


everyone else, the only way things can go is wrong, And when 
they do, ina flash-forward reveal at the endl ofthe pilot, it will 
‘make you press play on the next episode immediately. 
etfs famous foritslifthangors, thanks totwisty dramas 
lke House of Cards and their bingeable on-demand formats, What 


‘makes Bloodline different is that by the time the 
pilot’s over, you already know what’s going to 
hhappen, which only sharpens the tension. That 
creeping sense of dread Jon feels? It sums up 
the experience of watching this gripping thriller: 

Bloodline isn't the only recent drama to explore 
the dark side of family loyalty—co-ereator Todd 
A. Kessler mined that theme brilliantly as a 
‘writer for The Sopranos—but it wrenches real 
suspense from showing how those loyalties 
shift. While giving a toast at the reunion, Robert 
introduces his children by hinting at the roles 
thoy play: Meg (Linda Cardellini) is the smart 
one, Kevin (Norbert Leo Butz) is the hothead, 
John is the caretaker, Danny is the black sheep, 
With each new episode, though, its clear that 
they're constantly switehing parts. John used to 
be the violent one. And Mendelsohn brings a 
vulnerability to Danny that suggests he wasn't 


times when Bloodline feels closer to a soap like 
Howto Get Away With Murder than the Sunshine 


‘Ben Mendelsohn 
and Sissy Spacek 


H 


always the aggressor. As each sibling aligns 
with or against the others, so does the viewer 
Just as you start to feel sorry for Danny, or turn 
against Robert, another big reveal at the end of 
the second episode makes you question both 
of their motivations. 

Yop, two cliff hangors in two episodes. That 
pace might be hard to sustain, and there are 


State noir it wants to be. (Please dont let that 
mysterious woman from Danny's past turn out 
to be an actual ghost!) But three episodes in, 
owing to quick plotting and strong perfor- 
‘mances—including.a sad, sleepy-eyed turn from 
Chlo® Sevigny as Danny's old erush—I'm 
hooked. Sometimes you know something's 
coming, and you don't want to stop it. B+ 


iZombie 


‘OLIMIAIS A spunky physician who getsseratched 
by a zombie and becomes an undead mortician 


dissimilar to his Veronica Mars. Strong heroine 
with identity crisis. Witty narration and pop- 
referencing banter. Knotty, naughty mysteries. 
Iasi iZombie swallowed Veronica and took on 
hhor much-missed spirit. 

With her shockewhite hair and milky pallor Liv 
is TV's most visually striking protagonist, and 
Rose Melver givesher a warm, lively internal if. 
Rahul Kobi brings energy as the egghead boss 
sidekick, while David Anders threatens to steal 
the show as Liv’s zombio-maker and lust-loathe 
antagonist; his complex bite recalls Spike from 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer. The writing has fun 
exploring and expanding zombie conventions 
and testing the parameters of Livs predicament, 
though t might havean Alas problem: Canit find 
continued purpose for the characters that popu- 


Debuts Marchif, shosolvesmurdersby munching the brains of late her home Bian exfiane, bes friend, a 
9pm. | thevietins, absorbing thelr momories and per-|_brother—all oblivious to her zombidon? Fo 
THECW ——sonalities. Mmmm, klepto prostitute. Basically, iv nav, thediverse elements work together to nour- 

fy Jeff Jensen 


is who she eats..at least until she poops. If this 
‘sounds like a comic book, it was, and a very good 
‘one, created by Chris Roberson and Michael 
Allred. Now ita very good TV series from Rob 
‘Thomas, a clover riff on the detective genre not 


ish an allegory for rchumanization in dehuman- 
ining times. While something of a Lady Franken- 
stein built from our best fomale-hero pop, 
‘Zombie nonetheless injocts fresh life into the 
increasingly staid genre of supernatural TV. B 
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THE END 


Glee’s Final 
Curtain Call 


‘After sit seasons and countless Journey covers, the time has 
came for Glee to take its last bow. The Fox musical comedy: 
created by Ryan Murphy, Brad Falchuk, and lan Brennan—about 
‘an underdog high school choir in Ohio became @ pop culture 
phenom big enough to yield meetings with the president, an 
‘arena world tour, and multiple Emmys. t also influenced a new 
‘generation of music-driven series (Empire, Nashville) and 
pushed boundaries nits portrayal of gay teens. On the eve of ts 
series finale, which airs March 20 at & pm, EW gathered up 
‘some of the original stars fora laok back at the show that made 
It cool ta be uncool. ~TIM STACK 


> THE PILOT it was just me and this 
Shot inthe fallof 2008 and spunky ite kid fom Canada, 
directed by Murphy. Glee and fe was greet fun 

first episode focused on JANELYNCH (SUE SYLVESTER) 
the formation ofthe New Sue wasnt in the original 
Directions along withanow- plot [Then-Fox Entertain- 
‘conic cover of Journey's ‘ment chairman! Kevin Rely 
“Don't Stop Bellevin:"Italso sai to Ryan, "You need a 


‘marked the first TV gig for 
‘much of ts young cast. 


villain’ And that’s when he 
told lan to create a cheer 
leader coach named Sue 
Sylvester—and the rests 
history This is what it sald in 
the script Sue Sylvester 
‘may or may nat have posed 
for Penthouse, may or may 
hot be of horse estrogen | 
was tke, “Oh, My. God mint 


AMBER RILEY (MERCEDES 
sone) Is ll one big blur for 
‘me. remember nat knowing 
howto read acal sheet. was 
lke, How do know what time 
Fm supposed tobe here?" 
Just remember being last. 
MATTHEW MORRISON (WiLL 


Scnuestem [remember the CMRISCOLFERKURTHUMMEL) | They ended upmaking them, | guys are misbehaving 

say ite yecieel ‘had just graduated high enw sikower2 TNA was the fist scalding that 

ee ty to fame Finn school in une, and think conen-cnanay “Dont Stop we got, but it was also the 

[Cory Monteith} forhaving «sot castin August Ihadno—|_—Blevn"* was the last ‘most amazing moment, 

rugsin his locker That wes ‘We how television worked, pumberwe dd andit took, ——_~because everyone knew that 

avery vivid memory because {had no idea how filming like, a full day and a half. Now we were like best friends. 
something worked, and had it would take 2 couple hou: 
ro idea how skinny jeans but to getitright we went THE 

Mar Salingand Diana Agron worked, Sot wasa very through three weeks of PHENOMENON i 
painful education rehearsal fort, four diferent Glee exploded after ts fist Z 
tyes Ryan was the one ‘versions of choreagraphy. season, but lke any roller iE 
who said Tracksuits track-LEAMICHELE (RACHEL GERRY) easter there were highs E 
suits, tracksuts"I gota Don't Stop Belov" was (2010 Golden Giobe for Best 
ite nervous because its sort of the first time that we Comedy Seles: singing for 
very efit for things to really connected.asgroup President Obama that same 4 
fitrme And | said "Wel, Wewerealliaughing kindof year) and ows i 
know Lululemon works messing around, and then 
and he sai, “No, no, no. Ryan cameuptousandhe | wormssow My frstincination |= 
Adidas tracksuts Wel was ike, *Matt Morrsonhas [of the show's success] was 


‘make them if we have to: tocryinthis scene and you this incredible 
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Boeryone off the stage! 


pi. 


(oft New Directonsin the own sister know their 
series finale (below) Daren Criss parents and siblings and 
as Chis Clie aunts and grandparents. It 
Was a very, very emotional 
and uncomfortable day 
courer Cory really was the 
big brother | never had. 
think being 3 young gay 
kid, Ive never realy fet 
respected very much by 
older straight types. But 
with Cory we just respected 
teach ather so much and we 
respected working with each 
other so much, Thats what 


someone had created a always remember—the 


baby onesie, and they abundant respect that he 
theirbaby down on the table gaveeveryone. 
and sid "Wilyousign my | ickeus At the end ofthe 
baby?" Iwas ike, TH sign right we all went othe aud 
your baby's shirt—I wont tori with rad Falehuk 
sign your baby. We just sat na cle and 
‘crema went around and each sad 
Ushwowta, » THE FINALE something special about 
yoni Glee wrapped production what the show meant We 
(eal con theParameunt Studios said goodbyeand that wasit 
sed calerin the lot after sx seasons on courer thik Gee's gong to 
peewee Feb, 21 Allthe orginal New | beremembered forbeing the 
Sorta Directions were on hand voice tothe voiceless. dont 
except for Monteth who want to give Glee soe credit 
dled ofadrugand leaho! for ths, but the world has 
overdose in July 2013 definitely changed. Person 
Fittingly the shoot ended aly, when found out that | 
with Me: Schuester singing got cast asthe gay character 
to the gle cub [thought my career was 
ning to be over because at 
wonsisonitwas really touch the time.t was such taboo 
where we did The Qprah {our.thinksomethinglike becauseevery tke | would foranactar to play agay 
Winey Show—she did a 33000 kids showed up for connect with someone character Now you look and 
ole hour dedicate to Us-on theothersideofthe _whetheritwouldbe Amber __there are multiple gay char 
Gleeand then we flew to word fora show that hadn't orChrisor Darren (Criss and acters on every single show 
DC andsang forthepres- ——_evenaired ye wewouldjust lose’ twas yas bullied tery in high 
dent.ttreallyhithome that _coLrER Thetattoosareend- __oneofthehardes things school [never thought the 
$ | wewere definitely partof less. Alot of people have saucy We saw each ather world would forma campaign 
something very special tattooed the word courage —-—smorethan wesw our own tostopit never thought that 
mcneue Wewent to Austre- or Klaine, which try to tel blood family members. at | yoke would be heard Im 0 
22 | fiainSeptember2009 and everyone, "You going to fone point knew more about jycky and proud that got to 
{| onlyoneepisodehadsired ——regretthat when youre 40" | _Leaor Dianna [Agron] or beone of thase fora file 
and we were doing a mall 1, ty tein them Cory than knew about my | yc has indo blown 


‘open the doors tot being cool 
tolave music and ta love per 


vente: omg Beto you 
igs | Sean ewiemeeat 

Vans aieg | peplen tbe wat te ove 

‘ Wareetend | You and wl ave yur bce 


Imrewece It's by far the great 
est experience fve had in my 
life so far. The ups and 
ddowns—it was the mast 
incredible journey that we all 
‘gt to experience, and | 
couldn't be more grateful 
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) Why You Should 


| Be Watching 
The Americans 


Author Curtis Sittenfeld (Sisterland, Prep) pens love letter to the FX 
spy series (Wednesdays, 10 p.m.), now inits third wonderful season 


WHENEVER I’M evangelizing for The 
Americans (whieh soften), say the fl- 
lowing: As with other complex shows, 
you have to start with the first season 
‘of FX's drama about '80s Soviet spies 
embedded in suburban Virginia, and 
watch every episode in order. Even 
then, you probably won't get hooked 
‘immediately. The show is more violent 
‘than what I usually go for, and during. 
‘an early episodein which a mother and 
baby were clearly in danger, I declared 
‘tomy husband that they wore dead by 
‘theend ofthe hour then The Americans 
sand I were parting ways. Slight spoiler 
alert: One of them died and one didnt. 
‘Thus, I persevered, and by the next, 
episode, the show had gotten into my 
bloodstream, It was so suspenseful 
and smart, so magnificently detailed 
without showing off its details, so 
expertly controlled in its pacing, that I 
{ound myself thinking about it while 
[wasn't watching, Even though there's 
alotof good TV these days, it had been 
awhile since Td been truly obsessed. 


Another thing I say when evangeliz, 
ing that if youre married, it’s really 
fun show to watch with your spouse 
"This is because it's about both spyeraft 
and marriage: KGB agents Philip and 
Blizabeth Jennings are posing as an 
ordinary American couple, and they're 
the parents of a teenage daughter and 
younger son. After living and working 
together in America since the '60s, 
often while sleeping with their targets 
or informants in the line of duty, Philip 
and Elizabeth have only recently fallen 
in love with each other—which makes 


Russell and Rhys in dsguse 


their relationship complex in ways 
both steamy and thought-provoking. 

Before I started watehing, I was 
under the impression that 7 
‘cans was about suburb dwellers who 
occasionally delve into espionage; 
actually, it's about spies who occasion: 
ally act in a suburban manner, just 
‘enough to keep their kids, neighbors, 
and co-workers fooled. Both Elizabeth 
‘and Philip are ruthless, and the fact 
‘that she's as violent as he is—and less 
remorseful—feels like an odd form of 
gender progress. While Keri Russell, 
‘who plays Elizabeth, is a convention: 
ally attractive woman, many other 
‘characters are quirky looking like real 
people are quirky-looking—like actors 
‘on TV used to be. They have receding, 
hairlines and weird ehins and not 
‘reat skin, all of which reinforces the 
‘coneeit that the events.are taking place 
80 years ago—as do the judiciously 
selected clothing, home decor, and 
‘music. Mathew Rhys, who plays Philip, 
probably isn’t by most standards the 
handsomest man on television, but 
‘thanksto Philip badassery, tormented 
payche, and unswerving devotion to 
his wife, I dofy anyone who says bi 
not the hottest. 

Ofcourse, no discussion of The Amer 
cans is complete without a paean to 
the wigs Philip and Elizabeth wear as 
disguises, Some are recurring, some 
are one-offs, and all are used in the 
interest of the duo's deception, These 
‘wigs are extraordinary—variously 
frumpy and sexy—and the fact that 
thoy're almost never remarked on by 
the characters only strengthens their 
power. In a way, the wigs are a meta 
phor for the show:’They’re astonishing 
but so grounded in a particular scene, 
sonecessary to the complicated work, 
that they're not acknowledged. 

‘Now in its third season, The Ameri 
‘cans has yet to gain a wide audience— 
recent episodes have earned fewer 
than one million viewers—and its 
underdog status is, no doubt, one of 
the reasons I evangelize for it. And 
selfishly, I want it to stay on the air. So 
‘rust me: You really should wateh an 
episode or four. 


Ameri: 


POP CULTURE PERSONALITY QUIZ, 


RAVEN-SYMONE 


Raven-Symoné has been part of the pop culture education of 
multiple generations thanks to roles on The Cosby Show, 
Hangin’ With Mr, Cooper, and That's So Raven. And she’s back 
on TV witha saucy turn on Empire and an upcoming spoton 


blacl 
View. Now 


're giving the 2 


ish—not to mention recent guest-hosting gig on The 
year-old veteran anew challenge: 


taking EW’s Pop Culture Personality Quiz. -ESTHER ZUCKERMAN 


‘As akkid you starred in commer- 

cials for Cool Whip, Ritz, and 
Jell-O. if you had to eat just one—and 
nothing else—for the rest of your life, 
which would it be? 


fa a 


Aceon ER] 


eel ke there's more nutrition n Ritz even 
though would be very, very very, vary dy 
‘mouthed al the time. |just fel ke | would get 
‘more sustenance fom 


cae 


‘You were a Chee- 
tah Girl, but what 
do you consider your 
real spirit animal? 
| would bea fying squire 
bocause ike to go to fferent 
Places atallkinds of times, 
and! ke to peek in on other 
people’ conversations and 
help theras much as possible 


Name the most embarrassing thing on your DVR. | don'thave 
‘able so that’s embarrassing to begin wth. only watch Netfix and YouTube. 


‘Cookie on Empire has the catch- 

phrase “boo boo kitty.” What's 
your personal catchphrase? 
“Youright.Youright”lusethat when some 
body's pointing out the obvious. My brother 
‘gavel to me and stole it from hin. 


If you had to be stranded ona 
desert island with one of the hosts 
of The View, who would you choose? 


AA 


ARoslePerez — &.Nlcole © Whoop 
wallace Goldberg 


‘She would eep youaltve. 


Whose voice 
would you 

love to have on 

your GPS naviga- 

tion system? 

| would do Meshell 

Ndegeocello 

and Benedict 

cumber- 

batch=they 

would go back 

andforth, 

With those 

two thinks 

aniceregster 


Beyoncé or 
Rihanna? 


BEYONCE 
Beyonce. Authenticity. 


RINANNA, 


You played a psychic on That's So 
Raven, but the superpower you'd 

most like tohaveis 

Tobe able ta change anything into gok. ft 

were able to make goat as important by 

‘making iteverything then maybe people 

‘would pay attention ta ther people for thelr 

ersonalty and nat their money status. a 


(> ae ee 
Hangin’ With Mi. Cooper or Full House? 
| would actualy say Full House, Our family had only 
‘ene guy. Not that | dont think gts can win but let's 
not forget what Vanessa [Holly Robinson Peete] was. 
‘She would bea cheerleader. would be me and Jodie 
[Sweetin] And Mark [Curry] and Bob Saget. think it 
‘would bean uneven ight, because Joey and [Unde Jesse] 
Wouldhave to fight my aunt and that would be sad 
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YOUR DAY-TO-DAY GUIDE T0 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN POP CULTURE. BY RAY RAHMAN 


TUESDAY 3117 


season rmaus Toe TV phenomence 
dst banner fest saan than 
psede that includes appearances 


© Community | steeamne | yawoos scveen by Senter Hudson Rta Ora Patt 
LaBele and snoop Dogg.ttsalpat | 
SEASON EMRE Now that this cut comedy has moved from NEC to Yahoo! | ofempresplantogocutwithatang. | = 
(cropping anew episode every wee), creator Dan Harmonhasfeeditfom ff “Thedramaisgongtaanotherievel” f= 
| Dancing with thenetworktloision structure he ance described this way. Theres the setup, | a thebattleratchets up sayscre 


tome sacar ra Ses 
‘showing off some ABC synergy). Yet ‘ee —iaelean Maer 


one. happy 
Cast Theeaty reheat have ben ¥, 


pretty entertaining Fas ofthe show 5 3 


PN 


Seether retsemerceet 
Co, The Fash i 


‘Suspicious both Rayan and Bova 
test Ava loyalty If Adana slr 
situatlon on The Sopranos 
Indeatio this wont end well 


Promos havebeen teasing that the 
truth about Haron Wells (Tom 
‘i {Cavanagh wal gt out but realy, 


sens peat Erin and Sora Foster 
Swear they would never do a ealty 
Show, exeat_wl they are. VAI 


i the focus of thehoure the etm Intestentryinthereaityishocuvels | 3 
of the Weather Wizard (Liam this quilycameoiled ey Nesle ff 
Mentyre) He voes a get vengeance ich scripted sees about the : 
on Joe esse L Marti fr kitng daughters of muse gure David 

Cy Better call Saul bisbrother even f that means ta Foster The wary meta loge 

STILTS geting Barry (Grant Gusti ands ‘eky~think The Comeback with Hl 
(Conice Patton) tsa tense and less rng, or Te ils ith more i 

\Whenhe' gen the opportunity to often droping hour that wl pants there's something 3 


othe right thing, amy cashes ‘make you widest Fash dream ‘harming about he Fete dir 
ina favor roman unlely come tru. Lets putt ths way ts That sa efacng humor makesit 
Wereathopingits Badger right?) about time. Ae Natale Abrams wortha watch B+ Mare Snether 


‘Times ae Easter Daylight are subject to change usta 9 THOM 


Doctors, % 
ia vr = —_— 
Ranked) “\ ex: “tee = 


Wet 
Tasc) Cay e p cauirsian 
€ € | € 


SATURDAY 3/2: SUNDAY ;,22 


(Grey's Anatomy 


© Bloodline 


sens env Kyle Chander stars 
‘na Seuthern family drama that 
‘debut with 1 episodes at once 
leary eves, ul Netfa queues 


Events bring back memories from 
the past for Richard. "Remember 
‘when we had Shonda unve 
tention?” he sigh. 


(Cy, The Vampire Diaries 


© Good witch 


amon travels t the 1903 prison 
‘world wher hel do his best to nat 
trop the 1903 soap 


Catherine Bll UAG) stars as 
| teh wo ass br charmed 
Gaughterat home whieh sway 
safer than sending her to Hogwarts 


oh Girls 


Co The Slap 


season rt Hannah res to 
persuade tind to forge her 
Blanoaghome bith wl the 
think piece industrial complex 
‘ear ip for big Monday. 


SEE PALE Glo fst-Forrds Five 
years to see how tngshave changed 
Geraldo Rivera sted a gues ta, 
501 ques things re gona tei, 


“Thoush you nay know it by its 
original it, The Real Wer Seat 


Childrens Hospital 


The Musketeers 


Cy Shameless 


AouLr sie season MALE The Musketeers m 
protect France from treachery 
Treachery af cours, French for 


“showering 


Frank has a great time with his 
re sk frend Cal The Frank in 
OurStrs? 


season nemuens South Amecc’s 
most damaged doctors arebacith 
afresh blast of absurty that stinks. 
ina good waytn the season 6 pre 
rire, Owen (ab Huebel returns 
fro ive years npison to discover 
thats oie hasbeen converted into 
‘pb fart room (The ute to 
anand smell) When you meet his 
xoomie rom al Chis Parl), 
remember tha loks canbe dec 
The fling wed eps abit shaper, 
‘ou team la by pediatrician 

turned agent Loa Spratt Erinn 
Hayes) tasked with treat the 
presidents legitimate chin secret 
Delights cade a st ett the 
Imagination ake about abate, ad 
2 deadpan gag wang the pase 
“Shrine f andthe Viet Wa, 
Look ie Chiron iff to an Afar. 
‘Start meant start. Dan Snerson 


‘tL 
C2 Mountain Monsters: 
Bigfoot Edition 


(Neighbors with 
Benefits 


eh Vilings 


“he show folws the Appalachian 
Investigators of Mysterious 
Sightings 3 team of backcountry 
Bigfoot hunters Ane good news, 
ladles Theyre single! 


semes peau A new docuceries about 
cupleslving the swinger festive 
Insuburban Ghia. Eww, goss Ohi 


‘The crew returns to Seannavia only 
{ofr an upsetting new develop 
‘ment:"What ie this IKEA business 
and wy isis infuriating? 


‘Special Double issue 2015 EW.COM | 93 


@ 


WEEKS OF MARCH 16-MARCH 29 


The Cheat Sheet 


ITO EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN POP CULTURE BY RAY RAHMAN 


TUESDAY 3/2: WEDNESDAY 2; 


_Undateable 


THURSDAY 32; 


Leste needs to find someone to take 
toa work event Pro tip Telleveryane 
you boyfriend Ivesin Canad and he 
oes ket st very often ncn, 
there arena petures of hit 


(The Goldbergs 


(| The Late Late Show 
With James Corden 


WW | waar-ss7am | cos ‘Adam gets ost during a basebat 


‘game He probably oo young to 
‘ake to third base anyway. 


semes penut James Cordon, aUK. 
native, dn orow up watching | 
American late night shows. Sti he's 
hold enough to makeapromse to 
vers of hs verslon of The Lat 
[Bate Show. I they give us tine, 
were going t stop at othing ta 
rake a show thats entertaining” 
hesays I want torespect the 
Uadtions af atenight, but hope 
we do something onal” One way 
orden wil try to do that fostering 
fun interactions among his guests 
During the show st week, vistors 
Include Torn Hanks, Wil Ferrel, 
Kevin Hart and Kerry Washington 
"Tove Scandal” Corden ada: His 
bradecessor Craig Ferguson along 
with otherindusty greats has 
Feached out with vie. "They say 
Yyouean only be yourself" Corden 
ays. ‘And that’s tein” 

‘Dana Rose Falcone 


my 


oy 


(C2, The Mindy Project 


‘wseason reemuee [nits return 
from winter aus Bones gives usa 
‘murder ot with victim tered n 
3 tres, fase psychi, and spurned 
lovers all of which shuld Be right in 
the show's wheelhouse of gly ft 
Instead It comes af as pat and pre 
dlctable Addathin and unnecessary 
Clot moving the smuggling of 
prescription medication fr 3 good 
faust) and the episode ends up less 
than the sum af is (ody) pars 
Hanging ver the procedural spine of 
the episede isthe ghost of departed 
colleague Dr Sweets Cohn Francs 
Dale wna wasled off nthe 
sencon premiere and wihaze birthday 
fallsn this episode. Lucky the hour 
does oer up the retarn of Cyn, 
Lauper as Keoky medium Avalon 
Harmon, wh brings same mach 
needed humor to alevate both the 


season nats Here what we koowe 
Mindy Lahn (Mey Kalog) and 
Danny Castellana (Chris Messina) 
are engaged and expecting andthe 
finales titled "Best Man” Could they 
betying the koa tonight? "There is 2 
wedding? Kalin els us though she 
Stops shor of dentifying the bride 
and groom "ean say virtual not 
ing escep that ks our ast 
_mbtios episod, she says. To wit 
‘Thehalf our wil be pockes wth 
quest stars~or a Kang ells them, 
"Mindy Project's faveie obo 
frends: Mai Hot tut? reenf 
BLLMy Od Friend Novak Temeny 
Sosh the Drug Adee’ Dewey and 
‘riers "Der oi. They were also 
funy that they kept making me and 
‘Chirk AS forthe pregnancy 
front? "You gts to watch tofnd| 
that out Kang teases. “Snap” 


(The Americans 


(Cy | It's Me, Hilary: 
‘The Man Who 
Drew Eloise 


Spies rom opposing sides hatch 
plan to save s mut fend Nothing 


Treen brings peopl together he some Sadness an the sap €+ Kat Ward 

Dunham ght reason 

produced doe 

profes artist 

Hilary Kriht, Big Time in 

vy tated Hollywood, FL. 

Sumas WW 1o30-nem 

books Bu fst COMEDY CENTRAL 

Seyenlan 

tochleren what sexes bERUT Do we ned another 

“books are Iosercomed)? Maybe not but i 
Tiesto fr sd slacker 
humor 8a Workates ar The 

Ch Castle Wo Mans nfact iste tke 


Mans: Stars Alex Anfanger and Lenny 
‘acobson ply deadbeat wannate 
‘near brothers wove wth thee 
parents and get wrapped up ina 
fist case tat invelves rugs, death 
and Ben Stile whose hlarious guest 
tumrazesthe show froma BtaaBe 


Caste and Becket help investigate 
a shooting at fund-raising event 
So theyre tray taking on 3 
chat eas 


“he gang goes ona fantastic 
voyage. "Ooh, can come” asks 
nostalgic Raquel Welch 


Agent 33 embarks ona persona 
misslon Ora personal cam be 
forsomecnenamed Agent 32 


Spies Like Us? 


YES NYET 


SATURDAY 322 


Nickelodeon's 28th 
‘Annual Kids’ 
Choice Awards 


Children vote on ese he Taylor 


‘Swift, Guardians ofthe Galay, and 
how the United States shoul handle 
the crise in Ukraine 


Killing Jesus 


2 Hart of Dixie 
aased onthe il ORelly whodunit 
story, this new murder mystery stars 
the es of Haaz lean Stephen 
Moyer and 


seasou rats Zoe and Wade try 
their best to work on thelr esue= 
Ugh tellme about my eitors 
have been ony back a ay 


Ch The Walking Dead 
‘Music Awards TV | 8-1030°M | ANC 


Girl Meets World 


2 2015 iHeartRadio 


ww suipw nee season rats The grup continue to 
feel iee outsiders nthe Alexandra 


neighborhood No ane wl evn el 
them when trash days are 


seasou mais fey gets permission 
from her parents to goon her 

frst date Sed fm stil wang 
forming 


Get ready to explain to your parents 
what an iggy Azalea, 


« io 
Ch Dreameatcher 


SEASON FILE Co0k Jo iver 
makes sacrifice", ney 
Can have te ato the tartar sauce 
Buthands off my rémeulade” 


gia. 


a World's Biggest Pets 


Veteran documentaian Kim Long 
otto caste an unfinching eye onthe 
plight of Cheapo Dreamcatcher 
Foundation nthisternfe Sundance 
award winner which allows the 
ronrof vale attempts to reba 
bttateatrisk young women and sex 
workers. The fms protagonst—the 
boll empathetic noressively 
teugh Benda Myers Powel, herself 
a former prsttute~is as endearing 
23s any youre Ike to fd The mov 
ies gut-wrenching sequences (ike 3 
{Gacsroom decussion centering on 
‘ious gs’ sexual abuses all 
before the age of 1) are balanced 
‘wth smal mare human observa 
tions (ane woman whe drecty and 
Filariauly ealsher baby aad 
Baby Daddy. Even f youve seen 
dacs onthe topic before, Dream 
‘atchers urgent message about the 
‘yd of abuse demands that you see 
‘nother A~ Jason Clark 


© Going Clear: Scientology and the Prison of Belief 


‘Yes yeu shoul stil ead Lawrence Wright's beck Gain Clear which goes deeper 
int the Church af Scientology myriad abuses of power and made EW top 10 
‘onion books of 2012, Bu those halve aresdy devoured hat betel wal 
{lf themssives amazed by the documentary tinepred. Directed by Oscar 
‘winner Alex Gibney (Tae othe Dark Side), Gong Clear bulds upon Wrights 
Biggest alegations~that Scientology facitated Tom Cruise and Neale Kidman's 
kids turing spans the mother, that te church allegedly helped squash rumors 
about John raat sexality With footage fom Scientology nmr sanctum 
that must besten tobe aleved. Tha mast zarre moment fears vigeo 
footage of Cuiselaughing maniacal ina pro Scentolgy video, and photos 
ofthe group leaders high Avng the same RS executives they fst stroog 
_rmedinte giving the church tax-exempt status. ut the personal storis of 

ex Soentologists are the mast vetingespecaly when Syva Yvonne "Spanky" 
Taylor describes her escape fom the church afte fring her infant daughter 
inaurine-soaked cn, surrounded by fru fs I Going Clear were aHelyweed 
thelr complain that ts to over-the-ton But thas real fe whichis mind 
Blowing and asa documentary its disturbingly good A ~Melssa Maerz 


‘Or maybe ts ust that your the 
words smallest ovner? a bunch of 
Insecure pets shout a once 


astral y THOMAS PrTELLE 5 Double lsu 2015 EW.COM | 95 


Everybody 


hates 
vou. 


You don't see 
bullying like 
this every day. 


Your kids do. 


Teach your kids how to 
be more than 
a bystander, 


Learn how at 
StopBullying.gov 


Modest Mouse 


Strangers to Ourselves 
Epic 


(ODEST MOUSE ARE 2 
to.come out of the unde 
grunge era. Their effervescent 2004 anthem 

‘Float On" is so perfectly engineered that it's 
charted three entirely different times (first in its 
original form, then reworked into pop hits by Pink and Lupe 

Fiasco); the eampfire-handelap sound the group helped pioneer 

became mainstream and exploded into a genre unto itself 

In the years since their last release, 2007's We Were Dead 

Before the Ship Even Sank, the band have become workhorses 

on the festival circuit and seemed to be slipping into a well 

deserved, eruise-controlled middle age. But Modest Mouse 


ily the biggest hand 


‘work by their own inserutable logic, so instead of returning 
with an album of material made for outdoor sing-alongs, 
they've thrown hack to the squirrelly experimental roots that 
produced their 1997 cult elassic The Lonesome Crowd We 
Group mastermind Isaae Brock hasn't lost the prodigious 
hook-writing chops that were always there, even at thelr mo 
jagged: Fist single “Lampshades on Fire" is a punchy, see 
sawing winner, and even if the jaunty “Phe Best Room’ 


.ear its melody into your brain as immediately as 
“Bloat On," it still shares that paradoxieally weightless 
rock stomp, with a lovely, masterful two-part bridge. The 
album's real heart, though, isin the spots where Brock lets 

his eccentricities run wild. “Pistol 
(A. Cunanan, Miami, FL, 1996)" is 


does 


SovorEs, named for the man who murdered 

pretty, a Miahil"Vociadee as deeply 

Siprety ld Gianni Versace, and is as deepl 
creepy as its subject matter. It's as 

THE GROUND aie ait ental 

WARS Wind Time strange as “Lampshades" is arcessi 

INABOX ble, a tricky move pulled off expertly 


Postounk anxiety 
meets breezy 
isco beats 


and proof that the band’s found a 
vital second wind 
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RICK ASTLEY “Never Gonna 
Give You Up" Nover ganna ave 
you up, never gonna let you down 
ever nat gongs warder how a Bary 
White bartone got inside that wispy 
Ile chaitboy body. Ginger miaces! A 


BELINDA CARLISLE “IGet 
Weak The spunky bubblegum 
funk Balnda who fronted he Go-Go's 
veut probably spl on this goo0)-oyed 
‘Synth ballad But slo Binds ant 
‘are; she was too busy deciding how 
‘many shiny sala outs to wearin the 
‘music vdeo. Answer: ofthe) 


‘GEORGE MICHAEL “Father 

Figure” Chistian Grey take a 
mera: George knew how t oe 
"preacher teacher without a stupid 
‘contractor a Red Room. Daddy 
Aoesnt ned toys and teks hes 
gota dangly cross erring. A 


MICHAEL JACKSON “Man in 

the Mirror” Way before the 
Internet, Michel gave the word a 
CONN supercutof social issues hunger 
homelessness racism) wrapped 
‘hooky, icuping pop song Corny? 
"Maybe, but powerful too. A~ 


RICHARD MARK “Endless. 
‘Summer Nights” He enembers 

valk along the beach and mati 

Tove unde the moon. 

Tis mullet Potato potata. 


CHART FLASHBACK 


This week 27 years ago, the Hot 100 had a 
redheaded soul singer, two major Michaels 
(George, Jackson), a Belinda, a Billy, and even a 
windblown movie star. ~LEAH GREENBLATT 


(Cockwise from top lft) George Michael 
ick Astley, Debble Gibson, 
Michal Jackzon and David Lee Rath 


PATRICK SWAYZE FEAT, 
WENDY FRASER “She's Like 
the Wind” Like he had already 
vay into Babys Neat, 
to bust outa power 
ial about fats and reams and 
Aerials damn pants of B 


‘DEBBIE GIBSON “Out ofthe 
Blue” Debbie never knew she 
could oe this way! ts so unexpected! 
Is also so sweet and tinkly and 
Grated that shes possibly telly 
talking about her scrunchie here 


DAVID LEE ROTH “Just Like 
Paradiso” Thank God nobody 

Jet Debbie near David, because 

an itch’ and it goes way past fst 

bhase Plus some pretty awesome ifs 

ogo withal that plvctrusting B+ 


got 


KEITH SWEAT "1 Want Her” 
Also highly dangerous to 

Debbies but fantastially new 

Jack naughty Fr the rest of us, 

‘Sweat dreams are made ofthis 


1O Bi ocennsset outta 
‘My Dreams, Get Into 

My Car" Yes, certain rics CWho's 

that lady walking down the road?” 

Touch my bumper/Hey, lets make 

deal) sound ike the stat of 3 

tack C5 episode But its just ily 

Ol he's cool He might even 

Rave some snacks i there, A~ 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


SINGLES 


ZAC BROWN BAND 
FEAT. CHRIS CORNELL 


Caml hol fr haw. Whe 


> ALBUMS 
[MARINA AND THE 


ano none swoop, But 
2 gad funn root, 20, 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Empire: Original 

Souindtrack From Season 1 
The Fax hits fst outing is at 
Its best when it eschews gooty 
(Conqueror) or string hip-hop 
soul ewvals (What Is Love’) 


land elds everything together: 
Muh ke sex or Cane mana: 
Iogues, even a midging Tmba 
outing ls til pretty great. 


TWIN SHADOW Else 
New nave revivalist Gea 


Marna and 
theDiamands 


REVIEWS Music 


‘camed to be bad new 
ng: Come 
rant here 
need tl ove 


REVIEWS Music 


In Praise of Madonna: 
Pop’s Original Millennial 


Kids today may not get her, but they owe her. Our critic MEUSSA MAERZ 


makes the case for why Her Madgesty still matter 
r perpetual provocations says about us. 


what our reaction to ht 


ADONNA HAS always 
been matador. And with, 
her 18th studio album, 
Rebel Heart, she’s still 
waving red flags at us: 

joing topless in Interview magazine at 

age 56, comparing the early leak of 

Rebel demos to “artistic rape," appro- 

priating topical tragedies (the Charlie 

Hebdo murders) and civil rights heroes 

(Nelson Mandela, MLK) to promote 

the record on social media. It shouldn't 

hhave shocked anyone when she stole 
thered carpet at the 2015 Grammys hy 
literally dressing like a matador and 

‘mooning the erowd. 

She was baiting us. And we always 
bite, For every move, the Internet lights 
up with outrage: She loos to old; she's 
trying too hard to be young. She's too 
shocking; she's too tame. She fell down; 
[et's make a meme out of it! Love her or 
hhate her, it's hard to argue that she's 
no longer relovant. She's broken the 
record for the top grossing female tour 
four times sinee 2000, and just three 
years ago, she topped Forbes’ list of the 
highest-earning celebrities, raking in 
‘25uillion more than Steven Spielberg, 
Inthe 48 hoursafter Rebel Heart leaked, 
the preorder topped the Tunes charts 
in aver 40 countries, Her 2012 Super 
Bowl halftime show is the second-most 
‘watched in history, right behind Katy 
Porry’s and above Beyoneé's. Yet when 
asked my 25-year-old co-worker what 
Madonna means to her, she replied, 
“Phe lady with the big, veiny arms.” 
‘That makes me sad because, in many 
‘ways, Madonna should fit right in with 
millennials, like hor now best friend 
Mlley Cyrus. We're talking about agen: 
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and 


‘eration that, aecording to a 2010 Pew 
poll is more skeptical of religious insti 
‘tutions than their parents, and thus 
more likely to share Madonna's storied 
ambivalence about the Catholic 
‘Church. Many ofthem are also children 
of divoree, distrustful of monogamy 
‘and more open to sexual experimenta: 
tion, Like hor, they're characterized by 
‘a passion for gay rights and social 
Justice. And, of course, they ike to air 
their private lives in public. In 1991's 
‘Truth or Dare, Madonna's then boy 
friend Warren Beatty famously sug: 
gested that she “doesn't want to live off 
‘eamera, much lesstalk” Now you could 
say that about any pop star—or savvy 
‘tween—on Twitter or Instagram. 

‘There are plenty of fir criticisms of 
Madonna: the cultural appropriation, 
the trend stealing, the general insenst 
tivity. But the most widespread com: 
plaint is that she's trying too hard to be 
‘cool: tapping underground producers 
for Rebel Heart, using words lke fleok 
‘witter, debuting her video on 
Snapehat, Some liken her to Amy 
Pochler's character in Mean Girls, a 
self-described “cool mom" who begs 
hor teenage daughter to tell her what 
the “cool jams” are. You could argue 
‘that this comparison is sexist: Would 
‘anyone call Mick Jagger a “cool dad”? 
Would that even be a bad thing? Either 
‘way, it's a no.win complaint: The only 
‘thing more embarrassing than a mom 
‘who's never heard of Snapehat is one 
who actually uses it. 

‘The whole idea of trying too hard 
‘might bea generational thing—though 
{’m not suggesting that millennial pop 
stars are lazy. Today more than ever, 


singers are doing itall writing, produe- 
ing, promoting, building their empires 
Still, there's pressure to imply that 
everything comes easily Sia brags that 
she wrote and recorded her hit “Chan- 
dolier” in less than an hour: Beyoneé 
ings, “I woke up like this" on “Flawless” 
never mentioning the endless work- 
‘outs and beauty rituals that came fist. 
When asked if she shares Madonna's 
ambition, Taylor Swift recently 
replied, “I would never see myself that 
way. I see myself as kind of this girl 
‘who writes songs in her bedroom.” 
ove that Madonna always makes 
‘one thing clear: She didn’t wake up 
like this, Ever. She built her image 


Hove that Madonna 
always makes one 
thing clear: She didn’t 
wake up like this. Ever. 
She built her image 
with her bare hands, 
out of cone bras and 
wigs and lipstick. 


‘with her bare hands, out of cone bras 
‘and wigs and lipstick. Remember 
Bridal Boy-Toy Madonna? Frilly- 
Pantalooned Marie Antoinette 
Madonna? Sacred-Prayer-Hands 
Kabbalah Madonna? She's excelled for 
years at playing with personae. As 
‘the cultural eritie Daphne Merkin 
‘once observed, its impossible to read 
Madonna literally since she's appro- 
priated the postmodern culture of 
‘camp, which puts everything in quota. 
tion marks. Even her life story feels 
mythological: the mother she lost at 
‘age 5, the tyrant religious father, the 
Horatio Alger tale of her arriving in 
Now York with 35 bucks in her pocket. 


She doesn't have a “rea self” because 
each self contradicts the others. Hor 
‘music is all about intimacy, and yet 
she's emotionally removed. She's a 
provocateur who's also naw an ieon of 
propriety (a mother of four a devoted 
student of spirituality, a ebildren's 
book author). She recently told Roling 
Stone that she's actively fighting 
ageism, then appeared on the cover in 
a photo that makes her lok lke she's 
24, She insists that “Material Gin!” is 
fn anticonsumerist anthem, even 
though snow the name ofher Macy's 
clothing tine 

‘Madonna embraces ambiguity in a 
‘way stars rarely do now that albums 
don't sell like they used to—even 
though there's more corporate pres- 
sure to maintain a consistent brand 
that can help bring in revenue from, 
say, a perfume line or a CoverGirl 
commercial, Maybe that’s why some 
younger pop stars admire her outspo- 
kenness, even when they don't agree 
with what she's saying. “When a bad 
review came out, she was the first per- 
son to say, ‘F— you,"" Asiana Grande 
told V magazine about Madonna last 
yea “When someone said she sounded 
like Minnie Mouse, she erawled into 
doed naked except for Minnie Mouse 
cars... Its inspiting to me because 
there are times when think I've been a 
‘weak, people-pleasing litle mouse my 
‘whole lif” Pop needs fewer mice and 
more matadors. Designer Riceardo 
‘Tsei, who helped dress Madonna for 
the Grammys, says her costume was 
symbolic. “There a beautiful story 
for why the matadors fight the bulls, 
and that also reflects life,” he told 
Style.com, What that story is, he 
doesn't say. The most obvious inter- 
pretation is that Madonna has to fend 
offher attackers until shes the last one 
standing Then again, bull have been 
symbol of the gods since the Neoithie 
Age. Bullighting isa battle between 
gods and mortals, and Madonna 
plays for both teams. Maybe that’s the 
message she's trying to send us: You 
can argue all you want about whether 
her moment is “over” But only 
‘Madonna gts to kill Madonna. 
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A Little Life 


Hanya Yanagihara 
NovEL 
By Leah Greenblatt 
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‘SLONG AS THERE have been bright young things 
movingto Now York Citytomanifes their destinies, 
there have been books about them-—a thousand 
stories plucked from anendless stream of trivers 
‘nd dreamers. Hanya Yanagihara's A Little Life 

‘pens on four fresh specimens, newly graduated froma presti- 

gious Northeastern college: There's the gentle, handsome 

actor Willem, charismatic painter JB, aspiring arcbitect 

Malcolm, and their group's greatest mystery, the brainy, 

sphinslike Jude. Like so many before them they seramble and 

hopscotch through smoke-filled lft partes and shoddy apart- 

mont shares, starter jobs, and sexual misfires—always a 

golden self-contained unit, even when the alliances among 

them shift in small ways, JB becomes the frst to each some- 
thing like real grown-up sucess; Willem follows, while 

“Malcolm evolves more fitful. Jude pursues alaw career, finds 

anad hoe family ina kindhearted professor and his wif, and 

Dogins to reveal (tothe reader; ifnot to his friends) more ofthe 

sealed-off history that has led him to recoil at physical contact, 

and spend even the hottest summer daysin long sleeves. 

‘A Little Lifes nota litle book—at 720 pages tsa massive, 
sometimes maddening read —but it ia litte bit ofa bait and 
switch: Roughly havay through, the other characters move to 
the margins, and Jude's story takes over: Yanagihara pulls 
hack the black curtain of his childhood slowly and with 
great care; by the time every dark corner isilluminated, it’s 
dovastating. But she begins to lean too hard on histragedy and 
let Life’ other compelling narratives slip away. (Malcolm is, 
especially neglected, left to drift out into the ether like a lonely 
astronaut.) Weare told repeatedly that Judi 
and precious: a gorgeous, brilliant, sensitive boy. Asthe story 
progresses, though, those qualities have to be taken on faith; 

his pain and seltloathing area prison 


THEOPENINGLINE that begins to trap the reader, too, in 
“Theeleventh _anincreasingly airless world. 
apartmenthad ——_—iIt’s a shame to say that the final 


only one closet, chapters sometimes foe! like a slog 


butitdidhavea when the book has so much richness 
sliding glass door in it—great big passages of beautiful 
that opened onto prose, unforgettable characters, and 


asmallbalcony, shrewdinsightsinto art and ambition 
fromwhichhe and friendship and forgiveness Flaws 
couldseeaman.” and all ts stilla wonderful Lif. B+ 


8 Questions fora 
Freshman Ghost Hunter 


., When Hannah Nordhaus learned that her great- 


at-grandmother famously hauntsa Santa Fe hotel, 
sheset outtodiscover who Julia was, and why 
1 her spirithasstuckaround,~ISABELLABIEDENHARN 


When you started this project, what 
were you most afraid of 

Not finding anything. And then I was 
finitely afraid of having an encounter 
with Julia’ ghost, The nights I spent in 
the haunted hotel, I did not sleep very 
well 


much as I waffle in the book 
about whether I believe or not—I'm 
seared of ghosts. 

Do youhave afavorite Juila ghost story? 
My cousin grow up in Santa Fe, and she 
ory I never forgot. She was 
friends with the hotel's bartenders, and 
they told her about a new bride who was 
staying at the hotel. When the bride 
came in, Julia started flinging glasses at 
hor head. A lot of people have also said 
that when they slept in her room, Julia 
‘would rip the sheets off of them, 


told me ast 


Scary! You worked with alot of 
psychics. How did youfind a 

reputable one? 

Tt was combination of word of mouth, 
and just straight-up Googling. The 
phone psychie was completely ran- 
dom: | literally Googled “psychies. 

There were two different psychic orga. 
nizations, and one was the American 
As 
very authoritative, so I went with that 
one. Then, honestly, I looked at price 
And the one I chose was really pretty 
She just looked sensible. She was 
young. She didn't look like one of those 
crazy psychies with really frizzy hair 


ociation of Psychics. It sounded 


and searves, 
Did you ever fee! ike you had given away 
‘too much when talking toa psychic? 
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Yeah. [Laughs] Because I'd got really 


intoit. You ju 


this story. They'd say, 


st go along on the wave of 
“Did she lose a 


child?” “Yeah, she did lose a child." And 
then Iu tell all the details. [hada hard 


time holding back. 


How did your thoughts on mediums 
and psychies change as you wrote 


‘the book? 


T wasn't a believer—I thought it would 


be comic relief for the book. But when 
Tmet them, they really believed in what 


they did. And as I was going through 
all these dry, historieal documents, 
trying to understand who Julia was, 


the psychies really provided flesh tothe 


bones of her story. They would tell me 
things like she liked flowers, she had 


loved another man, how much she 
loved her children, and that she sat in 


her rocking ehait: Even though it may 
have been in their minds, they helped 


‘make her real to me by filling in those 


‘gaps in the story. 


More than one person said that Julia 


liked flowers? 


Yes, most of them did, Smell is a huge 


thing for paychies, so they all talked 


about smelling flowers. On the other 
hand, most middle-aged Vietorian 


women probably liked flowers. 
Inthe book, you explain the different 
ways you might know a ghostis around: 
breezes, flashing lights, orbs. Did you 
find yourself reading into little things? 
The psyehies kept telling me if | opened 
rnyself up to her, she'd come to me in may 


dreams. It's weird, I dreamed not so 


rnuich about het; but about everybody 


else in her family. 


Ifthe hotel were tom down, what would 


happen to the ghost? 


Tt would probably atillbe there. I found 


1 dowser—who uses a divining rod to 


talk to spirits—through my massage 


pist, who had a bunch of ghosts in 


his house. His house was fairly new, but 
it’s allegedly built on a Ute Indian 


burial ground, so there were Indian 
spirits, and then spirits of some miners 
Judith the dowser came in and freed 
thom, sent them away: But I talked to 


him recently, and he said that some of 
them are ack. He needs to get Judith 


back in there. 


and gravitas.” 

—The Washington } 

“Beautifully written.” 
ristopher Paoli 


metab 8122 Aer Orem 


ais 
highly anticipated 
sequel 


Know Your Beholder 
‘Adam Rapp 
woven 


ARTHUR MILLER SET Death ofa Salesman largely within Willy Loman's house, 
a mortgage money pit filled with broken dreams, Decades of high school 
English essays have argued that the house symbolizes Willy's tormented 
head—psyehie architecture that Miller originally imagined as explieit set 
dosign, with a massive Face of Willy opening on stage. Playwright Adam Rapp 
splits the difference in Know Your Beholder, his new novel about an agora- 
phobie landlord trapped inside his childhood home and his own sorrowful 
head, Now is the winter of Francis Falho's diseantent: His mother is dead. His 
father has remarried in faraway Florida. His wife has run off with another 
botter man, Francis calls himself “the human equivalent of a cold rainy day, 
and then calls himself “a brown puddle in the middle of a dead-end street, with 
‘maybe a Popsicle stick or two floating in my dank, dog:slobhered water 
‘The house Franeis grew up in—a Queen Anne Victorian rendered with 
SimCity precision—has been converted into apartments, giving Francis a 
supporting east of characters and a TV season's worth of intrigue. There's the 
t 
tudent constructing a 


family of cireus performers whose daughter 


went missing, the art 


“Thaven't left my history of black Ameriea via nude portraits, the 
house in almost a happy-go-lucky widower playing Willy Loman at 
month, t’seither the community playhouse It could be indie-movie 
Tuesday or Wednes- quirk, but asa narrator Francis is bleakly funny 
day—most likely original: a man sarcastically narrating his own 
Wednesday—and _postapocalypse.'The book suffers from oceasional 
threedaysagoa whimsy overload—did I mention the widower 
foot of snow fellon playing Willy Loman?—but Rapp is ineapable 
Pollard, llinois, and of writing a boring sentence. And as Francis, 
its surrounding struggles, Know Your Beholder starts to foo! lke 
farmlands: storybook one of Walker Porey’s questing, rueful character 
snow as soft studies: Love in the Ruins, except here, love is 

as sifted cake mix.” the ruins. 


Bettyville 
George Hodgman 
now 

By il Keth 


GEORGE HODGMAN SPENT his entire life as 
anoutside observer fist as.a closeted gay kid 
in 1970s Missouri and later az an editor at 
Vanity Puirin Now York City, andit'sclear he's 
‘more comfortable meditating on others’ lives 
than his own. “The thing about being a 
watcher is this,” he writes. “You are never 
really a part of things.” But when Hodgman 
moves back home to aid his ailing mother, he 
can't help but “see the eost of long-lasting 
silences” and what it's done to her happiness 
and her relationships with others—most 
notably his fither and himsel 

‘Though the memoir is initially a bit frus- 
‘ruting—carly signsof emotional engagement 
or revealing self- analysis get quickly disman. 
tled by Barbra Streisand jokes and Golden 
Girlsveferences—halfvway through the book, 
Hodgman opens up. Whether his withhold 
ingisa device or simply the author'snatureis 


UST 


” 


It’s Allin 
The Title 


Jonathan Waldman’s 
just-publshed Rustis 
thelatest example 

of what welketocall 
“icrohistries books 
that explore oneoffbeat 
topicingreat deta. 
DANA ROSEFALCONE 
unclear, but when he ultimately gives up 

more of himself and his inner workings, 
you're happy for both his sake and your own, 
He's never mawkish or selfpitying, though, 
and his rotating troupe of small-town 
kooks—though again, often drawn with 
zinger-laden descriptions rather than full, 
character studies—pulls you along until the 
‘memoirs emotional richness kicks in, B+ 


‘QUICK TAKES 


Man at the Helm 
Nina Stibbe 
NOVEL 


Askid narrators in 
adult books go, 
S-year-old Lizzie 
Vogels the right 
blend of nalve and 
precocious. The middle of three 
children, she watches her once 
Wel-to-do English family fall to 
pieces when her father walks 
‘ut—and ships mom and kids 
off to. country tov It's 1970, 
but the new neighbors’ views of 
unmarried women run Victorian. 
Suffused with shame, Lizie's 
‘mathe resorts to alcohol pills 
and-to Lizzie particular 
horror—playwrting Lizzie 
scheme to find suitable match 
for her sparkles with humor 
as British as mincemeat le 


(B+ —Stephan Leo 


Hausfrau 
dill Alexander Essbaum 
Novet 


This debut novel 
plays off of a 
well-worn Iiterary 
archetype: the 
‘unhappy wife, 

Anna is an American expat 

living with her family in Switzer 

land who fights her alienation 
witha dase of adultery Ess- 
baum’ poetry background is 
lear inthe graceful, economical 
prose, whether in descriptions 
of Swiss if andthe qurks of 
language, ot Anna’ sordid acty- 
ities and increasingly detached 
state of mind, Like the Swiss 
tralns Anna rides, her choices 

Usher the story toward a 

conclusion at once completely 

foreseeable and utterly unavold 
able, B Kat Ward 


Going Into the City 
Robert Christyau 
memorn 


vith aca 
wheres 

aun then 
tpt or 
perth es ome Voge 
Velen Osta 
iniystedmotinecs | iS 
mci Adorn 

Desa yes sag 

tnber hrc eghs sat 
atmecatieneecly 

‘the key role his former romantic. begiet 
pater Een Wits ye Bat 
thenenaet mre dy 
vache ase 
potatoe BSD 
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Heavy Petting 


Storiesabout dogs like theclassic Wherethe Red Fern 
Grows,can leave youwhimpering. And when you'rea 
third grader, that first bite leavesa scar.—HILLARY BUSIS 


‘THERE'S A GEORGE CARLIN hit from 1997 where the comie 
‘muses about his old dog Annie—a shepherd that met an 
untimely end, Of course, that wasn't a shock: “It's inevitable 
‘when you buy the pet," he says. “You're purchasing a small 
‘ragedy" That same year I encountered my own small tragedy: 

an appealingly thick novel ealled Where the Red Fern Grows. 
(Lip: Skip the 2002 movie version, costarring Dave Matthew 
and watch the 1974 original instead.)Phe cover shows. tow- 
headed boy flanked by two noble hounds, peering into a dark 
forest. [figured he was looking for the fern, 


It wasn't until [finished the book 
that lgotthetitle. Do you know where 
the red fern grows? On the graves of 
dead dogs, that's where. 

Wilson Rawls’ traumatie cla: 
follows a kid named Billy who spends 
‘two years saving up to buy a pair of 
‘coonhounds, then trains them to hunt, 
It’s an episodie story focused on low- 
stakes triumphsandtribulations—and 
{for this eanine-obsessed 9-year-old, 
‘who frequently scuttled around on all 
{fours and prefaced every word with an 


extraneous “r” (because, as cartoons 
hhadtaught me that'show dogs talked), 
itwas heaven. Until got to chapter 18 

You know where this is going, Billy 
and his loyal companions encounter a 
‘mountain lion; there's a horrible, 
graphic brawl, and the male dog, Old 
Dan, saerifiees his life to save his 
young master. Incredibly, this is not 
the saddest part. That comes when 
the socond dog, Little Ann, isso over 
‘come by grief that she loses her will to 
live. She stops eating, drinking, and 
moving—until she drags herself to 
Old Dan's grave, where, finally, she 
shudders out one last, weary breath. 

was the kind of kid who reread my 
favorite stories until they were tat- 
tered and threadbare. But when 1 
my old paperback copy 
of Red Fern last fall, it was in near- 
‘mint condition—its cover glossy and 
‘whole, its spine barely cracked. Why’? 
Beeause I could never bear to relive 
thetale of Old Dan and Little Ann, the 
pups that taught me an important 
lesson: Never trust adog book, unless 
you're a masochist. The bite willlinger 
long after the hark fades away. 


FIND YOUR SPIRIT ANIMAL Tenother reat dogbooks, ranked from puppy to full-grown 
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PETHOOD. IT’S JUST LIKE PARENTHOOD. 
EXCEPT WITH OCCASIONAL FLEAS, 
HARDER BATH TIMES AND NO 
EYE ROLLING IN THE TEENAGE YEARS. 


Whether they have two legs or four. Whether they've got fur, 
scales or feathers, They're your kids, They are Jack, Lucy and Daisy 
(and Jellybean, Sir Puffbottom and Special Agent Chesterfield) 


And you are their doting parents. When you think about it, the 


love you share is exactly the same, Your dog isn't your friend— 
he's your boy. Your cat isn't a pet~she was in your wedding. And at 
PetSmart, we aren't just fellow pet parents, we're your partner 
We don't stop at just selling your favorite brands, we offer 
grooming, vet care and boarding all in one place. Because that's 
what a partner does. Of couse, nobody will love your kids as 


much as you do. But well get close. 
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Penn & Teller Pi 


THE NEWLY REFINED 2016 MAZD2 CX-5 
Like Penn & Teller, the Mazda CX-5 is anything but conventional. With SKYACTIV® TECHNOLOGY, it achieves 
up to an EPAestimated 35 highway MPG! without sacrificing performance. All withthe utiity and great design 
you've come to expect froma Mazda, This is the Mazda CXS, and ital starts at $21,795? 


